
APPENDIX F - II - 1:  CASE DEFINITIONS 

 
 
Influenza (Seasonal Influenza) (Note that case definition may change during 
pandemic)  
Confirmed Case = Clinically compatible signs and symptoms with: 
(a) laboratory confirmation by detection or isolation of influenza virus in pharyngeal, 
nasal secretions or lung tissue; 
or 
(b) demonstration of a four-fold or greater increase in hemagglutination antibody titres 
to influenza between acute and convalescent sera; 
or 
(c) an epidemiologic link to a laboratory confirmed case.
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Influenza-like Illness (ILI)  
acute onset of respiratory illness with fever and cough and with one or more of the 
following:  sore throat, arthralgia, myalgia or prostration, which could be due to 
influenza virus.  In children under 5, gastrointestinal symptoms may also be present.  In 
patients under 5 or 65+, fever may not be prominent.
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Febrile Respiratory Illness (FRI)  
a wide range of droplet-spread respiratory infections, such as colds, influenza, ILI and 
pneumonia, which usually present with symptoms of a fever of greater than 38 degrees 
C and new or worsening cough or shortness of breath.  Note:  elderly people and 
people who are immunocompromised may not have a febrile response to a respiratory 
infection.
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