@ i oe Tel: 705-721-7520
simc Toll free: 1-877-721-7520 e Cl t
I‘I'II.ISKOKa www.simcoemuskokahealth.org
DISTRICT HEALTHUNIT  Your Health Connection

Dr. Charles Gardner, Medical Officer of Health
Dr. Colin Lee, Associate Medical Officer of Health
Dr. Lisa Simon, Associate Medical Officer of Health

Influenza Vaccine Administration Reminders and
High Dose TIV Supply Update

Attention: Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Long-Term Care Facilities, Rest & Retirement Homes, Walk-in
Clinics/Urgent Care Clinics, Hospitals, Infection Control Practitioners, Hospital Occupational Health Nurses,
Hospital Pharmacies, Correctional Facilities, Participating Health Care Agencies, Participating UIIP
Pharmacies, NSM LHIN, Central LHIN,

Date: December 4, 2019

In response to reported errors, the health unit has been asked by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
(MOHLTC) to share the following vaccine administration reminders:

Needle Gauge and Length for Intramuscular Injections
For intramuscular injections (IM), using the appropriate needle is important to ensure the immunizing agent
reaches the appropriate tissue site to optimize the immune response.

Vaccine recipient Recommended needle gauge Recommended needle length
Infants, toddlers and older children 22-25 " inch — 1 inch
Adolescents and adults 22-25 1inch - 1%z inch

See Table 1: Vaccine Administration in the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedules for Ontario, available at
www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/immunization/docs/immunization schedule.pdf

Influenza Vaccine Dose
The recommended influenza vaccine dosage for individuals 6 months of age and older is 0.5mL.

e Fractional doses should not be given. Individuals with influenza vaccine allergies should be referred to a
specialist for appropriate immunization.

e Double dosing should not be practiced. Individuals should not receive more than one dose (0.5mL) of
influenza vaccine at one time. For example, individuals should not be given two doses (2 x 0.5mL) of
Fluzone® Quadrivalent during the same immunization visit.

e Individuals 9 years of age and older should not be given two doses of influenza vaccine within the same
influenza season. For example, individuals 65 years of age and older, should not receive Fluzone®
Quadrivalent and then later be given Fluzone® High-Dose, within the same influenza season.

Safety Engineered Needles

The Needle Safety Regulation, under the Occupational Health and Safety Act, which requires the use of safety
engineered needles, applies to all workplaces where health related services are provided. The use of safety
engineered needles reduce the risk of a skin puncture or injury to the worker. Additional information regarding the
Universal Influenza Immunization Program can be found at www.ontario.ca/influenza.

Update on High Dose TIV Supply

The remaining provincial allocation of High Dose TIV (High Dose Fluzone®) has been received, so we do have
some supply available. Health care providers can resume ordering and we will fill orders as we are able. As a
reminder, if HD TIV is not available at the time, seniors should not delay receiving their flu vaccine waiting for
HD TIV supply.

If you have any questions regarding the vaccine ordering process please contact the Immunization Program at
705-721-7520 or toll free at 1-877-721-7520 ext. 8808. If you are calling to report a Cold Chain Failure, or have
any questions regarding influenza vaccines please contact the Immunization Program at 705-721-7520 or toll
free at 1-877-721-7520 ext. 8806.

View all HealthFax bulletins at the Primary Care Portal www.smdhu.org/hpportal

@ Subscribe to urgent health email communications (E.g. Health Fax) by registering at www.smdhu.org/ehealthfax



