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Dr. Colin Lee, Associate Medical Officer of Health

Dr. Lisa Simon, Associate Medical Officer of Health

Immunization Program Updates for Back to School   

Attention:  Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Walk-In Clinics/Urgent Care Clinics, Family Health Teams, Central 
LHIN, NSM LHIN 

Date: August 17, 2018  

In preparation for the upcoming school year the Immunization Program would like to share the following important 
updates: 
 
School Immunization Program for Grade 7 Students 
Immunization nurses from the health unit will be offering the School Immunization Program to all grade 7 students as 
follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a student entering Grade 8 who missed any of their School Program vaccines last year, the school 
immunization nurses will catch these students up at school clinics.   
 
If any questions regarding this please direct them to contact the health unit. If you have a student who missed any of 
their School Program vaccines and are now in high school, please have the student call the health unit.  
 
Immunization Record Review 
The health unit is required to collect, assess and maintain immunization records for each student attending school as 
per the Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA). For the 2018/2019 school year the health unit will be focusing our 
immunization record surveillance on the following: 
 

Who Are We Reviewing? Immunization 
Notices 

Suspension Day 

17 Year Old Students  

• For all ISPA vaccines. 

• There may still be some high school students who did not receive 

their grade 7 dose of Menactra® which they may require in addition 

to their 14-16 year Tdap booster. 

Summer 2018 Sept 27th 2018 

Grade 2 & Grade 8 Students  

• For all ISPA vaccines. 

• Including grade 8s who did not receive their grade 7 dose of 

Menactra®. 

Fall 2018 February 7th 

and 
March 21st 2019 

 

 
 
 

1st Visit:   October to December 2nd Visit:    April to June 

Hepatitis B vaccine - Dose #1 

Menactra®  vaccine 

HPV 9 vaccine - Dose #1 

Hepatitis B vaccine - Dose #2 

HPV 9 vaccine - Dose #2 
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Note: While Menactra® is not a vaccine that is routinely ordered and stocked by HCP, you can order a small quantity 
to have on hand for any students who did not receive their grade 7 dose. As well, even though a second dose of 
Varicella is not mandatory for all students it is highly recommended to offer it to them for additional protection. This 
second dose is funded for these students. 
 
The health unit no longer does catch up clinics in every high school.  We may do clinics in some in high schools with 
low coverage rates as time allows.  So please take every opportunity to update adolescents’ immunizations when you 
see them in your practice and have them share this with Public Health. 
 
Attached is a revised copy of the Vaccine Schedule Quick Reference tool (February 2018) that highlights the vaccines 
required as per the ISPA. 
 
Enhanced Online Immunization Reporting System 
A reminder to ensure parents are aware of the provincial online immunization reporting system known as ICON 
(Immunization Connect Ontario).  This system can be accessed at www.smdhu.org/immsonline.  Parents can use this 
system to update their child’s immunization record for public health.  This system is a convenient way for parents to 
securely send us their child’s updated immunization information anytime. 
 
People can also use this system to access a copy of their immunization record, provided it is in the provincial 
Immunization Registry Panorama.  This would be mainly people born in 1991 and younger.  Those born 1975 to 1990 
who went to school in Simcoe County or Muskoka can contact the health unit directly to request a copy of their record. 
Those born before 1975 would need to access their record through their health care provider. 
 
Mandatory Immunization Education Session for Parents Requesting an Affidavit 
Effective September 1, 2017, any parent/guardian who wants to file a Statement of Conscience or Religious Belief 
form (affidavit) under the Immunizations of School Pupils Act (ISPA) for their child will need to complete an education 
session at the health unit. Please direct any parent wanting to file an affidavit to contact the health unit at the number 
below for more information on this new process. 
 
 
If you have any questions, contact Health Connection at 705-721-7520 ext. 8827 or toll-free 1-877-721-7520 or visit 
our website at www.simcoemuskokahealth.org. 
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