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 2025/2026 COVID-19 Vaccine Program 
 
 

Attention: Physicians, Nurse and Nurse Practitioners, Walk-In Clinics/Urgent Care Clinics, Infection 
Prevention & Control Practitioners, Hospital Pharmacies, Hospital Occupational Health 
Nurses, Midwives, EMS, Community Health Centres, Family Health Teams, Ontario Health 
Teams, Ontario Health Central, Indigenous Health Care & Community, Corrections Facilities, 
Participating Health Care Agencies, Participating Community Pharmacies, Long-Term Care 
Facilities, Retirement Homes 

Date:  September 19, 2025 

Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine program has transitioned to an annual program, in alignment with the Universal 
Influenza Immunization Program (UIIP). To support this transition, the eligibility criteria for the COVID-19 
vaccine program are now aligned with the UIIP (i.e., anyone 6 months of age and older who lives, works, or 
goes to school in Ontario). 
 
The National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) recommends individuals receive the updated 
COVID-19 vaccine annually. An annual updated COVID-19 vaccine will boost the immune response and 
provide an updated vaccine to protect against circulating strain.  
 
The following COVID-19 vaccines will be available this Fall: 
 

 
 
Not all vaccine brands and/or formats will be available at all times or at all locations. All publicly funded 
COVID-19 vaccines are considered to be equivalent and to provide the same protection against COVID-19 
disease. Health care providers should use the vaccine (according to the products’ age indications) that is 
available unless the patient has a medical contraindication toward a specific vaccine.  
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The following outlines the COVID-19 vaccine program high-risk and priority populations: 
 
High-risk Population Group 1 
 
The following individuals are at increased risk of COVID-19 disease and should receive COVID-19 vaccine 
dose(s) as soon as it becomes available in the Fall AND should receive an additional dose in the 
Spring:  

• Adults 80 years and older 

• Adult residents of long-term care homes and other congregate living settings for seniors. 

• Individuals 6 months of age and older who are moderately to severely immunocompromised (due to 
specific underlying condition or treatment). 

• Individuals 55 years and older who identify as First Nations, Inuit, or Metis and their non-Indigenous 
household members who are 55 years and older. 

 
Adults aged 65 to 79 years should receive COVID-19 vaccine dose(s) as soon as it becomes available 
in the Fall AND may receive an additional dose in the Spring. Certain individuals in this age group are at 
increased risk of severe COVID-19 disease and would benefit from doses in the Fall and Spring.  
 
High-risk Population Group 2 
 
The following individuals are at increased risk of SARS-CoV-2 exposure or severe COVID-19 disease and 
should receive COVID-19 vaccine dose(s) as soon as it becomes available in the Fall:  

• Residents in long-term care homes and other congregate living settings who are aged 17 years and 
under. 

• Pregnant individuals. 

• Individuals from First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities who are aged 54 years and under. 

• Members of underserved communities. 

• Health care workers and other care providers in facilities and community settings as per NACI. 
 
Priority Populations 
 
To optimize co-administration with influenza vaccine, the following individuals, may receive COVID-19 
vaccine dose(s) as soon as it becomes available in the Fall:  

• Children 6 months to 4 years of age 

• Individuals with significant exposure to birds or mammals through interactions with birds or 
mammals (such as poultry, livestock, slaughterhouse and processing plant workers, wildlife 
officers/researchers, and veterinarians) 

 
General Population 
 
All individuals (6 months of age and older) who do not belong to the high-risk or priority populations described 
above may receive COVID-19 vaccine dose(s) in the Fall, starting on October 27, 2025. 
 
The new LP.8.1 formulation of COVID-19 vaccine will start to become available in local pharmacies in early 
October noting it will take a couple of weeks before it is widely available. Ordering information for health care 
providers and facilities who order vaccine through public health is available below.  
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For those who are moderately or severely immunocompromised refer to Table 4 and for those who are post 
HSCT/CAR T-cell therapy refer to Table 5 in the Ministry of Health: Heaclth Care Provider Fact Sheet: 
2025/2026 COVID-19 Vaccine Program. 
 
Co-Administration  
 
COVID-19 vaccines may be given at the same time with other vaccines, or at any time before or after other 
non-COVID-19 vaccines (live or non-live vaccines), including influenza vaccine, respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV) vaccine and/or the RSV monoclonal antibody, Beyfortus. 
 
Ordering Information for Health Care Providers and Facilities 
 
All doses of COVID-19 vaccine in Ontario must be documented in the COVAXon system. If you have new 
staff in your facility or accounts that need to be reset, please email covaxsupport@smdhu.org. Existing users 
who forget their password can change their password in the system directly.  
 
When documenting in COVAXon, please ensure all client information is up to date. This is especially 
important for residents for long-term care and retirement homes; update the reason for immunization to LTCH 
Rhome resident and include the institution name where the client is living.  
 

http://www.smdhu.org/HPR
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2025-09/moh-covid-vaccine-hcp-fact-sheet-en-2025-09-12.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2025-09/moh-covid-vaccine-hcp-fact-sheet-en-2025-09-12.pdf
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To order COVID-19 vaccine, complete the COVID-19 Vaccine order form. We are anticipating delivery of 
COVID-19 vaccine in late September, so we anticipate orders received by Wednesday October 1st at 3:00 
p.m. will be ready for pick up on Wednesday October 8th. 
 
People can access COVID-19 vaccine from a local pharmacy, LTCH/Rhome/Hospital where applicable or 
their family doctor if they are providing the COVID-19 vaccine. The health unit will be supporting some 
outreach clinics for targeted groups and will have a limited number of appointments available for children 
under 5 years of age if they are unable to locate a pharmacy in their area that is providing the vaccine to 
young children. The COVID-19 Pharmacy locator tool on the Ministry website will be updated in early 
October.  
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COVaxON Updates:  

• The LP.8.1 formulation will be available to document in COVaxON starting on September 22, 2025. 

• Clinical viewer will be updated on October 7th with LP.8.1 formulation administration data.  

• HCPs should use COVaxON from September 22 and October 6 to view the most update to date COVID-
19 immunization history for their clients. 

• Vaccine certificates in COVaxON will reflect the LP.8.1 formulation starting October 7, 2025 

• Clients who receive doses between September 22 and October 6 can access their updated vaccine 
certificate starting October 7. 

 
Please note that the old formulation of COVID-19 (KP.2) has been withdrawn and should not be administered. 
If the KP.2 formulation is selected a warning will display in COVaxON.  Healthcare providers can still make 
corrections to historical information pertaining to doses of KP.2 if required. 
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For more information refer to the Ministry of Health for HCP Fact Sheet for COVID-19 Vaccine or contact the 
Immunization Program:  

• For questions regarding vaccine orders: ext. 8808 or vaccineorders@smdhu.org   

• For all other HCP questions:  ext. 8806 or hc.vpd@smdhu.org  
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