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Where do we go from here? 



Dan Burden ,Walkable and Livable Communities Institute 

  

Simcoe County 



Is this the landscape we want to leave 

our children? 
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35th Anniversary of Walk 

Courtesy of Ian Lockwood 





…  It is where most 

American children grow 

up.  It is where most 

economic activity takes 

place.  Indeed, I will make 

the argument that this 

process of destruction, and 

the realm that is spawned, 

largely became our 

economy. 

 

         …..James Howard Kunstler 

Geography of Nowhere, 1981 
 

If we were to place blame on our 

economic meltdown on one source, 

who would we blame?  



“Automobiles are often conveniently tagged as the villains 

responsible for the ills of cities and the disappointments and futilities 

of city planning. But the destructive effects of automobiles are much 

less a cause than a symptom of our incompetence at city building.  

 

The simple needs of automobiles are more easily 

understood and satisfied than the complex needs of cities, 

and a growing number of planners and designers have 

come to believe that if they can only solve the problems of 

traffic, they will thereby have solved the major problems 

of cities. 

 

Cities have much more intricate economic and social concerns than 

automobile traffic. How can you know what to try with traffic until 

you know how the city itself works, and what else it needs to do with 

its streets?     You can't.” 

 Jane Jacobs, Death and Life of Great American Cities , 1961 

“How can you know what to try with traffic until 

….”  
 







Transportation 

has always built 

our cities. 

 

 Always. 

And … it will 

continue to 

do so. 







With almost double the cost 

per capita of the average 

OECD nations, the U.S. 

receives less in the way of 

health care and health 

outcomes. 

 

This is not sustainable. 

Source:  The Kaiser Family Foundation,  April 2011 

The Average U.S. 

Family now pays 

$16,000 per year 

in health care 

costs, and this 

figure is rising. 







       “There is No There There” 

   …Gertrude Stein 

Fifty percent of all American 
cities are now under concrete 
and asphalt.  

(In Los Angeles it is now 66 percent.) 

Houston, Texas 



Ten Steps To Walkability 
Compact, lively 

town center 

Low speed streets, 

distributed volumes 

Neighborhood 

schools and 

parks, within 

one quarter 

mile or one 

eighth mile 

 

Public places with 

inviting features: 

benches, 

restrooms, shade, 

water and art 

Convenient, safe and 

efficient crossings 

Affordable, 

inspiring, well 

maintained 

streets and 

homes. 

Land use and 

transportation 

partnerships 

Celebrated public 

space and public 

life, parades, 

markets, festivals, 

awards 

Many people  of all 

ages and abilities 

walking many 

hours 

Fine grained 

streets, many 

trails, transit links 



Beacon Hill, Boston 

1550 feet from THE CHEERS BAR, 6 other 

bars, 8 deli’s, 4 banks, 3 hardware stores, 2 

florists, 18 restaurants,  5 churches, grocer, 

pharmacist, medical and dozens more. 

America’s First Development 



Orlando, Florida 

1550 feet from 

NOTHING 















If you plan cities for 

cars and traffic, you 

get cars and traffic. 

 

If you plan for people 

and places, you get 

people and places. 





“Automobiles are often conveniently tagged as the villains 

responsible for the ills of cities and the disappointments and futilities 

of city planning. But the destructive effects of automobiles are much 

less a cause than a symptom of our incompetence at city building.  

 

The simple needs of automobiles are more easily 

understood and satisfied than the complex needs of cities, 

and a growing number of planners and designers have 

come to believe that if they can only solve the problems of 

traffic, they will thereby have solved the major problems 

of cities. 

 

Cities have much more intricate economic and social concerns than 

automobile traffic. How can you know what to try with traffic until 

you know how the city itself works, and what else it needs to do with 

its streets?     You can't.” 

 Jane Jacobs, Death and Life of Great American Cities , 1961 

“How can you know what to try with traffic until 

….”  
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Land Use & Transportation – Ideal Traffic Planning 



Actual 

Induced Traffic 

Forecast 

Capacity 

Years 
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Land Use & Transportation – The Reality 
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More 

Car-Carrying 

Capacity 



Lateral Approach 

User View and Comfort 

Context-Sensitive Design 

Traffic Calming 

Personal Security 

Intensify land use densities 

Promote Mixed Use Development 

Transit Supportive Development 

Demand Management – Pricing,  
e-commerce, telecommuting, etc… 

Lane Limits 

Change Standards 

Shift Policy 
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Transit 

Bicycling 

Walking 

HOV/HOT Lanes 

A Balanced Transportation Approach 

More Car- 

Carrying 

Capacity 



Widen Road 

Reduce  
Delay 

Reduce  
Cost 

Move 
Home 

Range 
Farther 

Drive 
More 

Own More 
Cars 

FIRST ORDER 

SECOND 
ORDER 

THIRD 
ORDER 

Chain of Impacts 

Higher 
Carbon 

Footprint 

Increased  
Energy  

Demand 

Lose 
Business & 

Jobs 

Community 
Disinvestme

nt 

Big  
Box 

Inactivity 
Epidemic 

More  
VMT 

Increased 
Household 

Transportatio
n Costs 



Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) around the U.S. have increased by 70 

percent over the last 20 years, compared with a two percent increase in 

new highway construction.  The U.S. General Accounting Office 

predicts that road congestion in the U.S. will triple in 15 years even if 

capacity is increased by 20 percent.  

 

Traffic is growing about five times faster than the growth in population.    
 

(Data compiled for a report to the U.S. Department of Transportation in 2006 written by Stephen 

Polzin, (transportation researcher at the University of South Florida in Tampa.) 
 

Why we 

cannot 

build our 

way out of 

traffic 





New York City 

Tampa 

Housing  

Costs 

Transportation  

Costs 

37.1% 15.1% 52.2% 

31.1% 25.1% 56.4% 

Total 

Cost Comparisons  

Suburban vs. Urban 



Below scene:  Costs 1/5th to 1/10th to maintain as above 



Thornton,  

Colorado 

What is “Place?” 



Littleton, 

New Hampshire 







 
Complete Streets  



If these walking 

routes are to 

work they have 

to be an A or B 

quality. 























This 5-lane Main Street was converted to… 

Pottstown PA 

This: 





Fargo, North Dakota 



Fargo, North Dakota 





Bridgeport Way, University Place, Washington 

 

























U.S. 27, High Springs, Florida 



U.S. 27, High Springs, Florida 



Delft, UT Campus Holland.   Example of  Alternative of  off-street trail system/walkway 

















Marine Drive, Dundarave, B.C. 

Highway 93, Missoula, Montana 

USA 

Canada 



Marine Drive, Dundarave, B.C. 













Target Speeds Appropriate to  Land Uses 

30 mph  

speed zone 

25 mph  

speed zone 

45 mph  

speed zone 



Chico, CA 

Nord Avenue 



Chico, CA 
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Chico, CA 

Nord Avenue 



Piikoi Street, Honolulu, HI     Modified Intersection 

Reduced construction cost 

Increased maintenance cost 



West Lafayette, Indiana      (Home of Purdue University) 



































Grandview Drive , University Place, WA   (33 mph  Average Speed) 



12 Feet 

5 Feet 

Natomas,   Sacramento, California 
Curb-to-Curb    17 feet       

38 mph running speeds 



Washington’s First Roundabout was placed at a school 















Can handle 25,000 

vehicles per day 

Can handle 25,000 vehicles 

per day 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



Piikoi Street, Honolulu, HI     Modified Intersection 

Reduced construction cost 

Increased maintenance cost 



West Lafayette, Indiana      (Home of Purdue University) 





Crossing 

Island 

Bike Lanes 

Colorized 
Turn Lane 

(colorized) 

Transit Stop 





Internal Trips 100% 

External Trips 

100% 

Internal Trips 60-

90% 
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Hembree Rd. 

400 

   N Roswell, Georgia 

3,260 miles of roads 
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Hembree Rd. 

400 

   N Roswell, Georgia 

3,260 miles of roads 

760 miles connect 

 

Only 22% of roads 

are doing the heavy 

lifting 













32nd  STREET BARRICADE 



32nd  STREET BARRICADE 



42nd  STREET BARRICADE 



42nd  STREET BARRICADE 



Grosse Point Park, Michigan 



Connectivity Requirements - Examples 

Link-node 

ratio of 1.44 

Virginia 

DOT 



Connectivity Requirements 

Compact Area Type for 

Network Additions 

• Link-Node Ratio of 1.6 or 

greater 

• One external connection as 

well as an additional 

external connection and 

stub-out per 50 links or 

fraction thereof 

Virginia 

DOT 





1800 vehicles  

per hour 

per lane 

800 vehicles per hour 

Per lane 



Every blizzard proves motorists prefer two lane roads    

Indeed they place medians and edge buffers on 4-lane roads when they get to design them 

(before snow plows arrive).  So why not convert to 2-3 lanes, when conditions allow? 



Abbott Road, E. Lansing, Michigan 
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Before After

1 crash every 
2.5 days 

34% Reduction 

(146 per  yr) 

1 crash every 
4.2 days 

(87 per  yr) 

Edgewater Drive:  Impact of Road Diet 

• Crash Rate declined by 34 percent 

• Injury Rate declined by 68 percent 
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Edgewater Drive:  Impact of Road Diet 
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Edgewater Drive:  Impact of Road Diet 
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Edgewater Drive:  Impact of Road Diet 



Designing for Pedestrian Safety – Road Diets 

X 

3 crash types can be reduced by going 

from 4 to 3 lanes: 1 – rear enders 



Designing for Pedestrian Safety – Road Diets 

X 

3 crash types can be reduced by going 

from 4 to 3 lanes: 2 – side swipes 



Designing for Pedestrian Safety – Road Diets 

X 

3 crash types can be reduced by going 

from 4 to 3 lanes: 3 – left turn/broadside 







Bradenton Beach, Florida   (18.000 to 20,000 ADT), State Highway 



Florida’s First  Modern Roundabout 



Gulf Drive (State Highway) Bradenton Beach, Florida 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 





LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA 























America’s First School Roundabout 































Crosswalk Marking Types 

Crosswalk Visibility 



Crosswalk Visibility 

Longitudinal markings are more visible to driver from afar 











    Medians and visual tightening (of lanes) (best when in curve)         (Vancouver, BC) 



 

Schools  



Golden, Colorado 













1. Be 

attractive 

Wayfinding Principles 













Is this an 

Complete 

Street? 







Street 
Design 
Manual 

Streets 
Pay Their Way 

Through Increased  
Land Value 

Increased 
Land  

Values 
New  

Maintenance 
Funds 

Holistic Use of 
Streets 

Complete 
Streets 

Green Streets 
 





For further information contact: 

Ambassador’s Program in June …. Stand by for dates!!! 

Dan Burden, Executive Director, Walkable and Livable Communities 

Institute, www.walklive.org 



© Citizen Planner Institute 

Before and After Espanola 

Way, circa 

1986 







South Beach, Florida             Ocean Drive 



Is this an age-

friendly place? 


























