
Climate change – public 
health issue 

Presentation Subtitle 



Minister Murray’s message 
“Climate change is the critical issue of 

our time.” 

• “Moving to low-carbon and zero 
emission transportation options will 
allow us to move to and from our 
homes and jobs more efficiently, while 
improving the air we breathe…” 

From: Ontario’s Climate Change Discussion Paper 2015. Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change. 



Ontario Public Health Standards 
Health Hazard Prevention and 
Management Standard 
 

 increasing public awareness of 
health hazards including climate 
change and emerging health issues 
associated with extreme weather 

 developing policies related to 
reducing health hazards  

 implementing control measures to 
prevent or reduce exposure to health 
hazards 

 responding to and managing health 
hazards in the environment 

 MOECC – climate data projections & 
support  

 

Vulnerability Assessment Tool 
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Climate Change  

- Adaptation can reduce health risks 

- Small communities often less 
capacity to plan for or cope with the 
effects of extreme events or health 
emergencies 

- Increased risk of extreme weather & 
other climate-related events 

- Health sector needs to protect 
health from climate-related risks, 
incorporate climate-related risks 
and engage other sectors for future 
programs 

- Regional/community level 
assessments of health vulnerabilities 
needed to identify/implement 
prevention measures 
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Context - Human Health Impacts 

 

Flooding, wind damage and severe winter storm    
damage due to extreme weather events 

 
 

More extremely hot days  
 

Food safety & security 
 

Reduced air quality 
 

Increased risk of warm-climate diseases such as Lyme 
and West Nile diseases and malaria 
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Vulnerable Populations 

Proportion of seniors will 
increase from 13 to 25% by 
2031. 



Role for local public health 

• Consider preventative health practice 

• Local level – practical knowledge and experience can be 
integrated into adaptation solutions 

• Health vulnerability assessment 

• Adaptation policies & measures are generally more 
successful when focused on a specific population and 
location 

• Collaboration & partnership with other agencies 

• Surveillance 

• Education & Awareness  



Thank you and welcome! 
Questions? 


