simcoe
muskoka Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System ( Rreé€% ) Results

DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT

Cannabis Policy Support

In 2017, as part of the Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS), over 1,110 randomly sampled adult
residents of Simcoe Muskoka were asked a series of questions about their support for the regulation of cannabis
products, also known as marijuana or hashish, for recreational use. This is a brief summary of the results of those
survey questions.

Residents were asked to indicate their level of agreement (strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree
or strongly disagree) with five different cannabis-related policy statements that could be used to help support the
legalization of the drug for recreational use. Ensuring that cannabis retailers are located away from facilities
serving youth (like schools and recreation centres) and other cannabis retailers was the policy statement that
received the most support with 68% (95% confidence interval 64%, 71%) of respondents strongly agreeing. Limiting
the number of cannabis retailers and restricting the marketing of cannabis products were also highly supported
with 60% (56%, 64%) and 57% (54%, 61%) of respondents strongly agreeing with the statements. Limiting the sale
of cannabis products to government owned retailers was the policy statement receiving the least support, with
45% (41%, 49%) of respondents strongly agreeing and 19% (17%, 23%) strongly disagreeing. See figure 1 for the
full breakdown of support for the five policy statements.

Figure 1: Percent of adults (18+) who reported their level of agreement with various cannabis policy statements, Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit,
2017.

Agreementwith Cannabis Policy Statements, Simcoe Muskoka Adults (18+), 2017

Stores that sell cannabis, marijuana or hashish products should not be located within a certain distance of child care centres,
schools, community or recreational centres, or other cannabis retailers.
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There should be restrictions on the advertising, marketing, and sponsorship related to cannabis, marijuana or hashish
products.
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There should be a limit to the number of stores that sell cannabis, marijuana or hashish products.
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The price of cannabis, marijuana or hashish products should be high enough to discourage use by adolescents, young adults, and
non-users.
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Cannabis, marijuana or hashish products should be sold through stores that are government-owned.

12 19
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
% of Adults 18 years and older
W Strongly Agree m Somewhat Agree O Somewhat Disagree O Strongly Disagree

Data Source: Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS), Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit, Cycles 25-27 (Jan-Dec 2017).
Data collected by the Institute for Social Research (ISR) at York University in Toronto, ON on behalf of the health unit.
Post-stratification weights applied based on the 2017 Population Estimates from Statistics Canada.

Produced by John Barbaro, Epidemiologist, PHASE (Population Health Assessment Surveillance and Evaluation) Team. Originally published
May, 2018; revised in May, 2019 with updated estimates based on post-stratification weights.



