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Key messages from Dr. Gardner, Medical Officer of Health

COVID-19 vaccine rollout update

e Last week we reached a very important milestone with 80% of our population 12+
having received their first dose, and 70% now being fully vaccinated. The next
step will be to get dose 2 coverage up to at least 75% and of course, continuing
our efforts to try to reach the ultimate goal of 90% or higher.

e Our daily average in doses administered per 1,000 population is 3.6 (down from
5.7 from the update on August 9) but is still higher than the overall provincial
average and higher than the GTA Public Health Units (PHUS), second highest in
Central East Region behind Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit
(HKPR) at 3.7 doses.

e As of yesterday, our health unit has moved from being third from the bottom of 34
PHUs to being 14" out of 34 PHUs and increased dose 2 coverage among the
eligible population by 15% to 71%.

¢ For second doses where we were 6% points behind the provincial rate, we are
now only 3% points lower. This progress is a good indicator that our outreach
efforts are working, with more people getting vaccinated.

Opportunity for pop-up clinics

¢ As our mass immunization clinics (MICs) are ramping down in August and
through September, health unit staff will continue to be out in the community
doing pop-up COVID-19 vaccine clinics to make getting the vaccine as easy as
possible for those who have not accessed our MICs. Vaccinations are also being
offered at many local pharmacies and by primary care providers.

o As well, if there are groups and organizations interested in having a pop-up
COVID-19 immunization clinic come to them, they can find more information on
our website in the vaccination section at smdhu.org/getvaccinated.

e We will do our best to accommodate requests but may not be able to do all based
on our capacity.
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https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization

In-School Vaccination Clinics

As Education Minister Lecce announced August 16, vaccinations will be offered at
in-school vaccination clinics. We are working with our local school board partners
and still in the planning stage.

We are aiming to offer clinics at a number of schools throughout Simcoe Muskoka
during the first two weeks of the school year, with vaccinations being available to
staff, students, families and community members. Exact locations and dates are
still being determined.

However, for youth aged 12-17 to be fully vaccinated by the first day of school,
they need to receive their second vaccine no later than August 24™. Full
coverage against COVID-19 comes two weeks after the second dose.

We encourage parents, students and staff to visit one of our mass immunization
clinics which are all taking walk-ins, one of our pop-up clinics, their local
pharmacy or their primary care provider to be vaccinated as soon as possible.
During the Chief Medical Officer of Health’s (CMOH) media conference on August
17, Dr. Kieran Moore announced that children born in 2009 and therefore turning
12 years of age by the end of the school year will be eligible to receive Pfizer
vaccine. As of Wednesday, Aug. 18, these individuals can book their first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine appointment through the provincial booking system, through
their public health unit, or pharmacies, or can walk into vaccination clinics across
the province.

Key items from Dr. Moore’s media conference August 17, 2021

CMOH Dr. Kieran Moore issued a directive mandating hospitals and home and
community care service providers to have a COVID-19 vaccination policy for
employees, staff, contractors, students and volunteers, and for ambulance
services to have a COVID-19 vaccination policy for paramedics. The vaccination
policy will be in effect no later than September 7 and at a minimum will require
these individuals to provide proof of one of three things:

o Full vaccination against COVID-19;
0 A medical reason for not being vaccinated against COVID-19; or
o Completion of a COVID-19 vaccination educational session.

Individuals who do not provide proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 will be
required to undertake regular antigen testing.
These settings will be required to track and report on the implementation of their
policies to the provincial government. This is similar to the vaccination policy
requirements currently in place for long-term care homes.
The Ministry of Education also intends to introduce a vaccination disclosure policy
for all publicly-funded school board employees, and staff in private schools, as
well as for all staff in licensed childcare settings for the 2021-22 school year, with
rapid antigen testing requirements for staff who are not immunized against
COVID-19.
Vaccination policies will also be implemented in other higher-risk settings such
as:

0 post-secondary institutions

o licensed retirement homes


https://u21120259.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=n4sOEUdnhhc0w4SJYwLHyaDJfrdvC8qsZ1TRK-2Bqxx5t5FOTfa6uoTq6Qq-2FahoEcGuf41ZrCMNZ7MspSZXyGtTlbiM-2FMFnZj-2Bw-2Faqt9GQUPN2Wn-2FtRjAu1BQhrbeYRNKvlIIsXKp4eD8hGw9fDtGYSpchrzvYsLWS434SXmdTCspySjA-2F4K5eQGMKfqWRxaeEuUF63JrtQu6yJfiqJcNvFrqOdSemjaQRYFeQvnLDHwVieQWMk6490dZVSejcpQMTSH6qnC3lv7JjPoM44KCs-2BDAwsJnaqJOW607fzygY1zc-3DG34b_YHoeFa5KuxVLMreZe7v9Jjkank404zj-2B4NZbJpztjDMc1suP1WJOn1dmD6EsLKVP1dmrn6lqM8snRZzt0c8Bv9-2BmGj20tl-2B1PWHtuVzCfAKCFEqHBTISimI6f-2BWteMp-2BmdNFzw22N0zIbwfPPpRkIgdHJm5c4H3TR8u-2FhQRcKFdgTFM-2F17B2edA5NCZg5VahiZY8VLaqANL-2BylAtpSk-2Fq9nJNph-2BMlS-2Fq9VPQgNz6Oo-3D

o0 women’s shelters

0 congregate group homes and day programs for adults with developmental
disabilities, children’s treatment centres and other services for children with
special needs, and licensed children’s residential settings.

e As an additional measure, a third dose of COVID-19 vaccine will be available to
those at highest risk to provide an added layer of protection. This will be available
to transplant recipients, patients on active treatment for hematological cancers
and recipients of an anti-CD20 agent. As well, residents of high-risk congregate
settings including long-term care homes, higher-risk licensed retirement homes
and First Nations elder care lodges may also receive a third dose.

e While the province has reached the milestone of more than 81% of Ontarians
aged 12 and over having received a first dose, and is expected to reach its target
of 75% vaccinated with a second dose later this month, out of an abundance of
caution the government, in consultation with the CMOH, is pausing the exit from
the Roadmap to Reopen. The CMOH and other health experts will continue to
monitor the data to determine when it is safe to exit the Roadmap and lift most of
the public health and workplace safety measures currently in place.

Previous media briefings are available on the SMDHU Facebook page and YouTube
channel.

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status

Total Cases Active Cases Resolved Deaths
12,541 122 12,164 255

In the last day:
e 15 people became cases, there were 2 resolved cases, there were no new
hospitalizations, and there were no new deaths.

Currently:

e There have been 24 new cases reported to the health unit for the current week.
e 2 Simcoe Muskoka residents are hospitalized with COVID-19.

e There are 86 active variant cases*.

e Variants of Concern (VOC):

0 6,013 cases screened to date for variants of concern
= 5,187 VOC:
e 4,002 Alpha (B.1.1.7 - UK), including 3,290 presumptive B.1.1.7
e 34 Beta (B.1.351 - S. Africa)
e 168 Gamma (P.1 - Brazil)
e 303 Delta (B.1.617 - India), including 141 presumptive B.1.617.2
0 VOC percent positivity for week of August 1 to August 7 is 100%.
e Thereis 1 active COVID-19 outbreak in a workplace setting.
There has been a total of 312 confirmed cases of the Delta variant in Simcoe Muskoka.

Since the last Partner Update:

o We have reported 102 new cases, 44 resolved cases, and no new deaths.
e There are 58 more active cases compared to the same day last week.

e Thereis 1 active COVID-19 outbreak.



https://u21120259.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=n4sOEUdnhhc0w4SJYwLHyTN5dUHlSWbkmua9pOpFqv-2B9ZCPr8UmDIEWXnuxnCyvugsGlDq-2FObW7FxPUaw5BfNchUpYloR52DUYzxfhjCmdhr-2BZ-2BLmv9JbP0kUC5hGw7p4MeHNJ6KK5fnzq2p5zWfJYePgRUEJrNJThErCTpjC4AWTKr2XPb8SJ-2BW8rnxmO3g3QwnKLOJEsPmXQ2YSo1zkuRX6VJhYq3GSCtoK38hIJE6NMg9rsdZlQ3B1O9m89u-2FQh3rG-2BCYiXX9X8-2F5ZxYf1ogRamcfbTc4Y2-2BhPplcVoDhWxcFPPgyNOnu6hYrEKvWk7HnYpk-2B0LT1OTQ9Atmy458-2FUkGQg1d-2BT17tjjTd7Z1Pnh3BGAtX58STNdqwozqhgHqk_YHoeFa5KuxVLMreZe7v9Jjkank404zj-2B4NZbJpztjDMc1suP1WJOn1dmD6EsLKVP1dmrn6lqM8snRZzt0c8Bv-2BSZVgQ9bVoMzfGpL56ocMkgvZp-2BWBLXYx4QiWHsiwk9mvnNqfplo3RGITiSmBL88GWqlWfcVLOh2tbqMXwMlnLKno87FmxLVKmxoJ2-2F35xe7ivHYrFdfpeAwMUrPfieJJMH7xSFvKN-2FiCcGGkoL6Eo-3D
https://www.facebook.com/Simcoe.Muskoka/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzFV9L-5L2aoZ9-oRO7ACn8x6xHBmNHXX

e There have been 42 new cases reported to the health unit for the current week. There
were 99 new cases reported to the health unit last week (week of August 8th), 168% or
more than 2.5 times higher than the 37 cases reported for the week of August 1st.

For more local data, see: SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page and COVID-19
Monitoring Dashboard

*Variant cases encompass confirmed VOC cases and positive screens for a VOC. Caution should be taken when interpreting
these data due to potential sampling biases and delay between sample collection and sequencing in recent weeks.

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Vaccine Data

Total # immunized with first dose Total # immunized with second dose
425,290 376,905
Highlights:

e 13,277 immunizations have been provided since the last Partner Update.

e Almost 422,000 people have received their first dose, which represents 70.4% of the
total population.

e Almost 377,000 people have received both required doses of the vaccine, representing
62.3% of the total population.

e Approximately 80% of Simcoe Muskoka adults 12 years of age and older have
received at least one dose of vaccine and 70% have received both doses.

Local Media Updates

How many coronavirus cases are there in Simcoe County and Muskoka? (article)
Tracking the COVID vaccine rollout in Simcoe County and Muskoka (article)
70% of region's COVID cases among unvaccinated (article)

Muskoka Woods to reopen following COVID-19 outbreak (article)

Orillia university makes COVID-19 vaccines mandatory for students, staff (article)

Provincial, National and Global COVID-19 Case Status

Ontario (As of August 17, 2021 at 10:29)
Total cases Active Cases Resolved Deaths

556,920 2,611 543,422 9,431

As of yesterday:

e There were 348 new cases, 280 resolved cases, and 10 deaths in the last day.

o Of the 348 new cases, 203 are unvaccinated,49 are partially vaccinated and 79 are
fully vaccinated.

e Atotal of 163 people are hospitalized with COVID-19, 127 people are in intensive care
units (ICU) due to COVID-related critical illness, and 78 people are on ventilators.

e A total of 20,254,502 vaccine doses have been administered. 71.59% of all Ontarians
have received their first vaccine dose and 64.67% have been fully vaccinated.

e Of all eligible Ontarians 12 years of age and older 81.14% have at least one dose and
72.23% are fully vaccinated.

e There are currently 77 active COVID-19 outbreaks in Ontario.

Since the last Partner Update:

e There have been 2,324 new cases, 1,351 recoveries, and 52 deaths.

e There are 921 more active cases compared to the same day last week.

e There are 4 fewer people hospitalized, the same number of people in the ICU, and 6
fewer people on ventilators compared to the same day last week.

e The 7-day average number of new daily cases is 269.



http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/COVID-19-Monitoring-Dashboard
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/COVID-19-Monitoring-Dashboard
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/9907600-how-many-coronavirus-cases-are-there-in-simcoe-county-and-muskoka-/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10311947-tracking-the-covid-vaccine-rollout-in-simcoe-county-and-muskoka/
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/70-of-regions-covid-cases-among-unvaccinated-4231799
https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/muskoka-woods-to-reopen-following-covid-19-outbreak-1.5550346
https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/orillia-university-makes-covid-19-vaccines-mandatory-for-students-staff-1.5550070

Regional updates:
e Areas with the highest number of active cases per 100,000 population: Hamilton
(36.81), Windsor-Essex County (36.72), Grey Bruce (28.84)

Weekly Epidemiological Summary highlights:
e There are a total of 553,449 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Ontario reported to date.
¢ Compared to the previous day, this represents:

¢ An increase of 324 confirmed cases (percent change of +0.9%)

¢ An increase of 3 deaths (percent change of +50.0%)

¢ An increase of 204 resolved cases (percent change of +2.0%)

For more provincial data, see: Ontario COVID-19 case data, Public Health Ontario Data
Tool, Daily Epidemiologic Summaries and Weekly Epidemiologic Summaries

Canada (As of August 17, 2021 at 19:00 EDT)

Total Cases Active Cases Resolved Deaths
1,457,698 19,711 1,411,268 26,719
Yesterday:

e Canada reported 1,725 new cases and 15 new deaths.
o Most cases (64.4%) and deaths (77.4%) were reported by Ontario and Quebec.

Since the last Partner Update:
¢ Inthe last week, 14,269 people tested positive for COVID-19, 37 people died

Key vaccine updates as of August 13, 2021

e 71.4% of the population has received at least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, including
81.5% of those ages 12 and older.

e 62% of the population has been fully vaccinated, including 71% of those ages 12 and
older.

Cases reported since the start of the vaccination campaign, as of July 31, 2021

Since the start of the vaccination campaign on December 14, 2020, the Public Health
Agency of Canada (PHAC) received case-level vaccine history data for 75.5% (n=624,980)
of COVID-19 cases aged 12 years or older.

Of these cases:

e 557,831 (89.3%) were unvaccinated at the time of their episode date

e 32,980 (5.3%) were not yet protected by the vaccine, as their episode date
occurred less than 14 days after their first dose

e 30,197 (4.8%) were only partially vaccinated, as their episode date occurred
either 14 days or more after their first dose or less than 14 days after their
second dose

e 3,972 (0.6%) were fully vaccinated, as their episode date occurred 14 days or
more after their second dose

Weekly epidemiology report: August 1-7, 2021:

e During week 31 (01 August to 07 August 2021), Canada reported moderate and
increasing COVID-19 activity compared to the previous week (week 30: 25 July to 31
July 2021). Out of all the other provinces and territories, only Nunavut reported no
COVID-19 activity for week 31.

e There was an average of 1,129 new cases reported daily during week 31, representing
a 58% increase compared to the previous week. Following a decrease in the number of
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https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#daily
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#weekly

cases reported since mid-April 2021, the daily number of reported cases has been
gradually increasing since mid-July 2021.

e During week 31, three provinces and territories (Manitoba, Yukon and Nunavut)
reported a decrease or no new cases, compared to the previous week.

o Daily rates of cases per 100,000 population are increasing as of mid-July 2021. Among
both males and females, case rates are highest among individuals in the 20-39 years
age groups and lowest among individuals in the 60 to 79 and 80 years and older age
groups.

For more national data, see: Daily epidemiology updates and Weekly epidemiology report

Global (As of August 18, 2021 at 16:06 CET)
Confirmed Cases Confirmed Deaths

208,470,375 4,377,979
In the last 24 hours:
e There were 542,708 new cases and 6,739 deaths.
e U.S.A Iran, United Kingdom, India and Russia reported the most new cases and
Indonesia, Russia, Iran, India and Vietham reported the most new deaths.

In the past week:

¢ More than 4.4 million new cases and more than 66,000 deaths were reported.

e U.S.A, Iran, India, United Kingdom and Brazil reported the most new cases and
Indonesia, Brazil, Russia, U.S.A. and Iran reported the most new deaths.

For more international data, see: WHO COVID-19 Disease Dashboard and Weekly
Epidemiological and Operational Updates

Provincial, National and Global Updates

Provincial Updates

The Ontario Government:
e COVID-19 Vaccination Recommendations for Special Populations (quidance document)

¢ Ontario Makes COVID-19 Vaccination Policies Mandatory for High-Risk Settings (news
release)

e Ontario’s Updated COVID-19 Vaccination Eligibility (news release)
e Ontario Working with Public Health Units to Run COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics in

Schools (news release)
e COVID-19: health and safety measures at schools (webpage)

Public Health Ontario published:
¢ Mask Wearing in Children and COVID-19 — What we know so far (report)

Other Provincial News:

e Ontario to offer third COVID-19 dose to high-risk populations (article)

¢ TDSB announces new health and safety guidelines for elementary and secondary
schools (article)

e Ontario halts reopening as province warns of ‘difficult fall and winter' ahead (article)



https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/surv-covid19-weekly-epi-update-20210813-en.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccination_rec_special_populations.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000750/ontario-makes-covid-19-vaccination-policies-mandatory-for-high-risk-settings
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000750/ontario-makes-covid-19-vaccination-policies-mandatory-for-high-risk-settings
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000751/ontarios-updated-covid-19-vaccination-eligibility
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000745/ontario-working-with-public-health-units-to-run-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-in-schools
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-health-and-safety-measures-schools
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/covid-wwksf/2021/08/wwksf-wearing-masks-children.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-to-offer-third-covid-19-dose-to-high-risk-populations/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-tdsb-school-1.6144672
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-halts-reopening-as-province-warns-of-difficult-fall-and-winter-ahead-1.5549975

National Updates

The Government of Canada:

¢ Government of Canada negotiates additional agreement with Moderna for vaccine supply
beyond 2021 (news release)

¢ Government of Canada makes rapid antigen tests available to more small and medium-
sized organizations through new pharmacy partners (news release)
Government of Canada announces new investment in diabetes research (news release)

e Government of Canada is reaching thousands of Canada’s most vulnerable during
COVID-19 (news release)

¢ Government of Canada to require vaccination of federal workforce and federally
regulated transportation sector (news release)

e Government of Canada funds research on responding to possible adverse events
following COVID-19 vaccination (news release)

e Statements from the Chief Public Health Officer: Aug 13, Aug 11

Other National News:

e Why it's now more likely you'll face coronavirus — even if you're vaccinated against
COVID-19 (article)

o Federal election 2021: Union criticizes party leaders’ promises to discipline unvaccinated
government workers (article)

SMDHU Resources

SMDHU website — recent changes include:

Getting your vaccination

e Added information about new eligibility and the information about local pop-up clinics
continues to be updated.

New Public Health Alerts — None

Additional SMDHU resources:

¢ SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page

¢ SMDHU Vulnerable Populations for COVID-19 Response Interactive Map highlights
vulnerable populations in Simcoe Muskoka.

e SMDHU Health Connection responds to calls and emails about COVID-19. Contact
Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 ext. 5829 or via email.
Health Connection Hours: Monday-Friday - 8:30am-4:30pm

Credible Sources of Information

Ontario Ministry of Health

Public Health Ontario

Centre for Effective Practice COVID-19 Resource Centre
Government of Canada

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

World Health Organization



https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-negotiates-additional-agreement-with-moderna-for-vaccine-supply-beyond-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-makes-rapid-antigen-tests-available-to-more-small-and-medium-sized-organizations-through-new-pharmacy-partners.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-new-investment-in-diabetes-research.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-is-reaching-thousands-of-canadas-most-vulnerable-during-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-to-require-vaccination-of-federal-workforce-and-federally-regulated-transportation-sector.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/08/canada-announces-new-vaccine-contributions-for-regional-partners.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/08/canada-announces-new-vaccine-contributions-for-regional-partners.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-funds-research-on-responding-to-possible-adverse-events-following-covid-19-vaccination0.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/08/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-august-13-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/08/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-august-11-2021.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/covid19-coronavirus-vaccinated-1.6143572
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-union-criticizes-party-leaders-promises-to-discipline-unvaccinated/
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#6e29c85f-ee8d-4950-bc49-cb77a4040904
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://smdhu2.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a7ceabc4fddf47d385ca6294cd397c88
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Contact/ContactHealthConnection
https://www.ontario.ca/page/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://cep.health/toolkit/covid-19-resource-centre/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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