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 COVID-19 Update for Partners 
 April 14, 2021  
Key messages from Dr. Gardner 
Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status 
Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Vaccine Data 
Local Media Updates 
Provincial, National and Global COVID-19 Case Status 
Provincial, National and Global Updates 
SMDHU Resources 
Credible Sources of Information 

Key messages from Dr. Gardner, Medical Officer of Health 
Phase 2 COVID-19 vaccine rollout update 
• The province’s COVID-19 Vaccination Distribution Plan has now moved into Phase 2. 

While many new, larger groups are included in Phase 2, unfortunately this does not mean 
that all of these groups will be able to get vaccinated right now. Our vaccine supply has 
not increased, so we are still needing to work through these groups in a sequenced 
fashion, starting with those who are most vulnerable.  

• It is important to note that we should not look to immunization to control the third wave. It 
is going to take time to work through the priority groups and immunize our population. 
Until most of the population has been fully immunized, we all need to continue to 
follow public health measures to stop the spread of COVID-19 and save lives. 

• There are several options for getting vaccinated in Simcoe Muskoka. The following 
groups are eligible to book an appointment at one of our community vaccination clinics: 

o Adults aged 60 and older can book directly via the provincial booking system. 
o Eligible groups not age-related can pre-register via the Health Unit’s website. 

Priority groups from Phase 1 who have not yet been vaccinated continue to be 
eligible in Phase 2. 

o There is currently limited appointment availability at our clinics from April 18-May 
14. If appointments book up, please check back regularly for updated availability. 
We will be adding appointments beyond this date once we know how much 
vaccine we will have to distribute at this time. 

• COVID-19 vaccination is also available to adults 55 years of age and older through: 
o Participating pharmacies in Simcoe Muskoka. Information about participating 

pharmacy locations and how to book an appointment can be found on the 
province's website. 

o Family Health Teams, Community Health Centres, and other participating 
primary care providers. Please do not call your primary care provider to inquire 
about this. Participating providers are reaching out to eligible patients directly to 
book immunization appointments based on limited vaccine supply.  

 
 
 
 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#_
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations
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Vaccination outreach to specific groups 
We are also offering specific opportunities for vaccination to certain groups, including: 
• Residents 50 years of age and older living in the Bradford West Gwillimbury (BWG) 

L3Z postal code area. This group can book an appointment directly via the provincial 
booking system. We are also working with local health and community partners to 
provide additional clinics and appointments for eligible BWG residents, beginning this 
week and rolling out over the coming weeks.  

• Homebound residents who are eligible for vaccination. Home and Community Care 
(HCC) nurses started immunizing homebound patients yesterday. We will continue to 
work through the list of about 800 patients for this in the coming weeks with HCC, EMS 
partners, and the Barrie Community Health Centre. 

• Residents and front-line workers of high-risk congregate settings as well as one 
essential caregiver. We are encouraging those eligible to first check with the congregate 
setting they are affiliated with for any vaccination opportunities being planned specifically 
for them, otherwise they can pre-register via our website. 

• Individuals in the highest-risk health condition category, followed by the high-risk 
category, plus one essential caregiver where eligible, as outlined in the Province of 
Ontario’s Guidance for Prioritization of Phase 2 Populations for COVID-19 Vaccination. 
Local hospitals and primary care leads continue to work to identify these patients and get 
them vaccinated. Information about how this group can pre-register is also available on 
our website. 

 
Case and contact management update 
• Due to the high numbers of COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in our region, our capacity to 

follow up with confirmed cases and close contacts continues to be extremely stretched. 
As a result, at times, we may not be able to follow up with everyone in a timely manner.  

• If you have been identified as a case, or if you haven’t heard from us but have symptoms, 
are waiting for a test result, or have received a positive test result, stay home and self-
isolate for 10 days after your symptoms started.   

• If you have been identified as a close contact, you may be informed either from public 
health, by a provincial health organization supporting us, or by someone in your life who 
has tested positive. If someone informs you that you are a close contact, you are required 
to take the following steps to stop the spread of COVID-19:  

o Stay home and self-isolate for 14 days after your last contact with the person who 
tested positive for COVID-19.  

o Only leave the house to get tested. It is recommended you seek testing within 7 
days from your last exposure to the person who tested positive for COVID-19 and 
then again on or after 10 days from your last exposure to them. For testing centre 
locations, please visit our website.  

o Monitor yourself daily for symptoms of COVID-19. If you do develop symptoms, 
please get tested again, even if you were recently tested.  

o If you do get tested, you must self-isolate while you wait for your results. Even if 
your test result is negative, you MUST continue to self-isolate for 14 days.  

 
Previous media briefings are on the SMDHU Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status (As of April 14, 2021 14:00) 
Total Cases Active Cases Recovered  Deaths 

8,937 
 

971 
 

7,601 
 

215 
In the last day:  
• 89 people tested positive, 203 people recovered, and there were 3 new deaths. 
• There were 113 new variant cases* identified. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#_
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_Phase_2_vaccination_prioritization.pdf
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#_
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/AssessmentCentresandTesting
https://www.facebook.com/Simcoe.Muskoka/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzFV9L-5L2aoZ9-oRO7ACn8x6xHBmNHXX
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Currently: 
• There have been 265 new cases reported to the health unit for the current week.  
• 42 people are hospitalized for COVID-19. 
• There are 494 active variant cases*. 
• There are 19 ongoing outbreaks (educational settings: 7, institutions: 5, workplaces: 3, 

community settings: 3, congregate settings: 1), including 12 active outbreaks with 
known variant cases. 

 
Since the last Partner Update: 
• We have reported 729 new cases, 375 recoveries, and 10 new deaths. 
• There are 290 more active cases compared to the same day last week. 
• There are 2 more active outbreaks compared to the same day last week. 
• During the week of April 4, there were 654 cases reported to SMDHU, which was 45% 

higher than the 450 cases reported the week prior. 
 
For more local data, see: SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page, COVID-19 Monitoring 
Dashboard, Provincial COVID-19 Response Framework – Status of Simcoe Muskoka 
*Variant cases encompass confirmed VOC cases and positive screens for a VOC. Caution should be taken when interpreting 
these data due to potential sampling biases and delay between sample collection and sequencing in recent weeks. 

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Vaccine Data (As of April 14, 2021 14:00) 
Total first doses administered Total second doses administered 

 

121,752 
 

19,424 
Highlights: 
• 24,645 immunizations have been provided since the last Partner Update. 
• Over 122,750 people have received their first dose, representing 19.5% of the 

population in Simcoe Muskoka. This includes:  
o 24,908 adults 80 years of age and older (84%); 
o 17,349 adults 75-79 years of age (78%); 
o 19,219 adults 70-74 years of age (59%); and, 
o Over 75% of long-term care and retirement home staff and essential caregivers. 

• Nearly 14,200 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine have been administered by primary 
care settings and pharmacies in Simcoe Muskoka. 

• Over 19,400 people have received both required doses of the vaccine, representing 
3.1% of the population in Simcoe Muskoka.  

 
Local Media Updates (Since April 7, 2021 Partner Update) 

• 20% of region’s COVID-19 cases linked to Easter gatherings (article) 
• Reopen schools first and ASAP, says Simcoe Muskoka Medical Officer of Health (article) 
• RVH kicks into high gear as more COVID patients arrive daily from GTA (article) 
• Situation boils over at Barrie restaurant with viral video; liquor license suspended (article) 
• Lighthouse clients and staff receive COVID-19 vaccine at mobile clinic (article) 
• Health officials take abuse over vaccine rollout (article) 
• Pop-up immunization clinics could target specific neighbourhoods, says Gardner (article) 
• Woman awaiting surgery pleads for people to ‘come together’ to end pandemic (article) 
• Organizer of downtown protest fined by police (article) 
• Downtown business owners say they’re losing clients due to maskless protesters (article) 
• Bylaw officers inundated with businesses straying from COVID restrictions (article) 
• ‘We’re now hitting about 100 cases a day. We’ve never seen that before’ (article) 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/COVID-19-Monitoring-Dashboard
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/COVID-19-Monitoring-Dashboard
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/provincial-covid-19-response-framework
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/local-news/20-of-regions-covid-cases-linked-to-easter-gatherings-3630933
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/reopen-schools-first-and-asap-says-simcoe-muskoka-medical-officer-of-health-3631715
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/local-news/barrie-hospital-kicks-into-high-gear-as-more-covid-patients-arrive-daily-from-gta-3628689
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/situation-boils-over-at-barrie-restaurant-with-viral-video-liquor-licence-suspended-3630148
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/lighthouse-clients-and-staff-receive-covid-19-vaccine-at-mobile-clinic-3628589
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/health-officials-taking-abuse-over-vaccine-rollout-3630114
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/pop-up-immunization-clinics-could-target-specific-neighbourhoods-says-gardner-3629451
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/area-woman-awaiting-cancer-surgery-pleads-for-people-to-come-together-to-end-pandemic-3622065
https://www.barrietoday.com/police-beat/organizer-of-downtown-protest-fined-by-police-3621376
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/downtown-business-owners-say-theyre-losing-clients-due-to-maskless-protesters-3618375
https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/we-are-at-our-limit-bylaw-officers-inundated-with-businesses-straying-from-covid-restrictions-1.5381848
https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/we-re-now-hitting-about-100-cases-a-day-we-ve-never-seen-that-before-1.5381429
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• Gardner defends vaccines for vulnerable people before essential workers (article) 
• New restrictions ‘devastating’ for business community, Orillia Chamber says (article) 
• ‘I’m willing to comply’: Defiant business owners swayed by stay-at-home order (article)  

 

Provincial, National and Global COVID-19 Case Status 
Ontario (As of April 14, 2021, 10:30) 

Total cases Active Cases Recovered  Deaths 
 

398,835 
 

36,808 
 

354,417 
 

7,610 
As of today:  
• There were 4,156 new cases, 3,160 resolved cases, and 28 deaths in the last day. 
• There are a total of 24,467 confirmed cases of the U.K. variant, 84 cases of the South 

African variant, and 176 cases of the Brazilian variant. 
• A total of 1,877 people are hospitalized for COVID-19, 642 people are in intensive care 

units (ICU) and 422 people are on ventilators. 
• There are 885 ongoing outbreaks (schools and childcares: 377, workplaces: 163, 

congregate living: 123, health care settings: 111, other settings: 111). 
 
Since the last Partner Update: 
• There have been 28,018 new cases, 18,434 recoveries, and 135 deaths. 
• There are 9,449 more active cases compared to the same day last week. 
• There are 480 more people hospitalized, 138 more people in the ICU, and 111 more 

people on ventilators compared to the same day last week. 
• The 7-day average number of new daily cases is 4,003. 

 
Vaccine status: 
• A total of 3,422,974 vaccines doses have been administered to date, with 112,817 

doses administered yesterday. 337,206 people in Ontario have been fully vaccinated. 
 

Regional updates: 
• Areas with the highest number of active cases per 100,000 population: Peel (501.47), 

Toronto (423.42), York (325.25), Ottawa (311.27), and Durham (307.03). 
• Areas with the highest number of active cases: Toronto (11,566), Peel (6,929), York 

(3,610), Ottawa (2,908), and Durham (1,983). 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Summary highlights: March 28-April 3, 2021:  
• New cases increased by 31.1% compared to the week prior. This is the largest weekly 

increase reported since the week of January 10, 2021 when Ontario was in the peak of 
the second wave. 

• Almost two-thirds (65.5%) of cases this week were reported by public health units 
within the GTA (Toronto, Peel, York Region, and Durham). 

 
For more provincial data, see: Ontario COVID-19 case data, Public Health Ontario Data 
Tool, Daily Epidemiologic Summaries and  Weekly Epidemiologic Summaries 
 

Canada (As of April 13, 2021 at 19:00 EDT) 
Total Cases Active Cases Recovered Deaths 

 

1,078,562 
 

 

78,293 
 

976,877 
 

23,392 

https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/gardner-defends-vaccines-for-vulnerable-people-before-essential-workers-3614264
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/new-restrictions-devastating-for-business-community-orillia-chamber-says-3612335
https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/i-m-willing-to-comply-defiant-business-owners-swayed-by-stay-at-home-order-1.5378247
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#daily
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#weekly
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Yesterday:  
• Canada reported 7,548 new cases and 36 deaths. 
• New cases were reported in all provinces and territories except PEI, NWT, NT and YT.  
• Deaths were reported in BC, AB, SK, MB, ON, and QC.  
 
Since the last Partner Update: 
• In the last week, 57,669 people tested positive for COVID-19, 251 people died, and 

39,424 people recovered. 
• There are 17,994 more active cases of COVID-19 than there was a week ago. 

 
Between March 29 and April 5, 2021:  
• The number of COVID-19 patients hospitalized increased from 1,946 to 2,034. 
• The number of COVID-19 patients in ICU beds increased from 705 to 812. 
• The number of COVID-19 patients mechanically vented increased from 397 to 435. 
 
Weekly epidemiology update: March 28-April 3, 2021: 
• New cases increased by 28% compared to the previous week, with an average of 

5,663 new cases reported every day.  
• New deaths decreased by 8% compared to the previous week, with an average of 28 

deaths reported every day. 
• The number of weekly hospitalizations increased by 5% and ICU admissions increased 

by 16% compared to the previous week. 
• Daily case rates remain highest among those 20-39 years of age and lowest among 

those 80 years and older.  
• According to forecasting, between 1,093,510 to 1,150,910 cumulative reported cases 

and 23,290 to 23,710 deaths are expected by April 18, 2021. 
 
Key vaccine updates as of April 3, 2021: 
• 15.22% of the population has received at least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, including: 

o 80.83% of adults aged 80 or older;  
o 86.27% of health care workers targeted for priority vaccination; and, 
o 95.96% of adults living in group living settings for seniors. 

• 1.88% of population have received both required doses of the vaccine. 
 
For more national data, see: Daily epidemiology updates and Weekly epidemiology report 

Global  (As of April 14, 2021 at 14:50 CET) 
Confirmed Cases Confirmed Deaths 

 

136,996,364 
 

 

2,951,832 

In the last day: 
• There were 679,003 new cases and 10,367 deaths. 
• India, the U.S., Turkey, France, and Brazil reported the most new cases and Brazil, 

India, Poland, the U.S, and Italy reported the most deaths. 
 

In the past week: 
• Nearly 5.2 million new cases and 89,168 deaths were reported. 
• India, Brazil, the U.S., Turkey, and France reported the newest cases and Brazil, India, 

Mexico, the U.S., and Poland reported the most new deaths. 
 

Highlights from Weekly Epidemiological Summary as of April 11, 2021: 
• The number of new global COVID-19 cases continued to increase for the seventh 

consecutive week, with over 4.5 million new weekly cases reported. 

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/surv-covid19-weekly-epi-update-20210409-en.pdf
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• The number of reported new deaths increased for the fourth consecutive week, 
increasing by 7% compared to the previous week.  

 
For more international data, see: WHO COVID-19 Disease Dashboard and Weekly 
Epidemiological and Operational Updates 

 
Provincial, National and Global Updates (Since April 7, 2021 Partner Update) 

 

Provincial Updates  
The Ontario Government: 
• Invests in school infrastructure to respond to the impacts of COVID-19 (news release) 
• Ontario’s vaccination strategy targets high-risk neighbourhoods (news release) 
• Moves schools to remote learning following spring break (news release) 
• Launches COVID-19 rapid screening pilot program in Waterloo Region (news release) 
• Expands COVID-19 vaccination locations to more pharmacies (news release) 
• Is supporting health system response during third wave of COVID-19 (news release) 
• Supports families, businesses, and workers during COVID-19 (news release) 
• Premier Ford receives AstraZeneca vaccine for COVID-19 (statement) 
• Launches workplace inspection campaign in COVID-19 hotspots (news release) 
 
Public Health Ontario published: 
• COVID-19 Real-World Vaccine Effectiveness – What We Know So Far (synthesis) 
• Updated: COVID-19 Regional Incidence and Time to Case Notification (epi summary) 
• Updated: COVID-19 Vaccine Uptake in Ontario (surveillance report) 
• Updated: Trends of COVID-19 Incidence in Ontario (surveillance report) 
 
Other Provincial News: 
• Confusion over rollout persists after pledge to vaccinate all adults in hot spots (article) 
• ON adding hundreds of ICU beds, does it have the resources to support them? (article) 
• Despite a crackdown, workplace-related COVID deaths have accelerated in 2021 (article) 
• Complaints made over lockdown rule violations result in dozens of charges (article) 
• Front-line workers say they’re left out of Ontario’s vaccine rollout (article) 
• A record number of COVID-19 tests are coming back positive in Ontario (article) 
• Hospitals ordered to halt non-emergency surgeries as COVID patients fill ICUs (article) 
• Pediatric patients in GTA to be transferred to SickKids to free space in hospitals (article) 
• These ‘hot spots’ getting vaccine priority are less-hard hit than Ontario average (article) 
• Doctor urges governments to transfer ICU nurses from other provinces to ON (article) 
• Ontario man first Canadian with COVID-destroyed lungs to get double transplant (article) 
• Science table recommends limiting use of COVID drug due to supply shortage (article) 
• Migrant farm worker COVID-19 vaccine pilot starts at Toronto airport (article) 
• Planning, trust led to vaccination success in Northern Ontario First Nations (article) 
• Workplace vaccination plan wins praise for Ford – but no action on sick pay (article) 
 
National Updates   
The Government of Canada: 
• Launches Critical Drug Reserve to bolster supply of drugs to treat COVID (news release) 
• Provides update on safety review of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines (statement) 
• Invests in better ventilation for schools, hospitals, other public buildings (news release) 
• Supports equity in access to learning opportunities for young Canadians (news release) 
• COVID-19 update for Indigenous Peoples and communities (news release) 
• Statements from the Chief Public Health Officer: April 8, April 10, April 11, April 12, April 
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https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61133/canada-and-ontario-invest-in-school-infrastructure-to-respond-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61124/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-targets-high-risk-neighbourhoods
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61106/ontario-moves-schools-to-remote-learning-following-spring-break
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61100/covid-19-rapid-screening-pilot-program-launching-in-waterloo-region
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61096/ontario-expands-covid-19-vaccination-locations-to-more-pharmacies
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61094/ontario-supporting-health-system-response-during-third-wave-of-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/61083/ontario-supports-families-businesses-and-workers-during-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/61081/premier-ford-receives-astrazeneca-vaccine-for-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61062/workplace-inspection-campaign-launching-in-covid-19-hotspots
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/covid-wwksf/2021/04/wwksf-vaccine-effectiveness.pdf?la=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/covid-19-regional-epi-summary-report.pdf?la=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/covid-19-vaccine-uptake-ontario-epi-summary.pdf?la=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/covid-19-epi-trends-incidence-ontario.pdf?la=en
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-confusion-over-rollout-persists-days-after-ontario-pledged-to/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-icus-adding-beds-but-will-it-help-1.5985771
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10372783-despite-a-crackdown-workplace-related-covid-deaths-have-accelerated-in-2021/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10372829-hundreds-of-complaints-made-over-covid-19-rule-violations-since-start-of-lockdown-result-in-dozens-of-charges/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10371970--aren-t-we-essential-front-line-workers-say-they-re-left-out-of-ontario-s-vaccine-rollout/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10372430-a-record-number-of-covid-19-tests-are-coming-back-positive-in-ontario-these-three-charts-show-what-s-happening/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-ontario-hospitals-elective-surgery-icu-patients-1.5980755
https://www.cp24.com/news/paediatric-patients-in-gta-to-be-transferred-to-sickkids-for-care-in-effort-to-free-space-in-hospitals-1.5383918
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-covid-19-vaccination-postal-code-hot-spots-1.5983155
https://www.cp24.com/news/critical-care-doctor-urges-ford-gov-t-feds-to-coordinate-transfer-of-icu-nurses-from-other-provinces-to-ontario-1.5382284
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-double-lung-transplant-canada-ontario-1.5983712
https://www.cp24.com/news/ontario-science-table-recommends-limiting-use-of-covid-drug-due-to-supply-shortage-1.5380113
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/migrant-farm-worker-covid-19-vaccine-pilot-starts-at-toronto-airport-1.5382299
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-planning-trust-led-to-covid-19-vaccination-success-in-northern-ontario/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10368634-workplace-vaccination-plan-wins-praise-for-ford-but-no-action-on-sick-pay/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-establishes-critical-drug-reserve-to-bolster-canadas-supply-of-drugs-used-to-treat-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/04/health-canada-provides-update-on-safety-review-of-astrazeneca-and-covishield-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-investing-an-additional-150-million-in-better-ventilation-for-schools-hospitals-and-other-public-buildings.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/04/supporting-equity-in-access-to-learning-opportunities-for-young-canadians.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-covid-19-update-for-indigenous-peoples-and-communities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-april-8-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-april-10-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-april-11-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-april-12-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/remarks-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-on-tuesday-april-13-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/04/remarks-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-on-tuesday-april-13-2021.html
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Other National News: 
• Rare blood clots may be linked to AstraZeneca, but benefits still outweigh risks (article) 
• Canada receives first report of blood clot linked to AstraZeneca vaccine (article) 
• Migrant farmworkers coming to Canada remain at risk a year into the pandemic (article) 
• Hospitalization of 3 vaccinated patients reveals misunderstandings about vaccine (article) 
• Why doctors, advocates are calling for permanent paid sick days for Canadians (article) 
• Trudeau says Canada ‘closely monitoring’ J&J vaccine pause in the U.S. (article) 
• Critical care COVID-19 cases surpass peak of second wave (article) 
• Lockdown fatigue is giving way to protests, defiance across the country (article) 
• Canada to receive 1M Pfizer vaccines this week, Moderna playing catch up (article) 
• Canadian firm seeks license to produce COVID-19 vaccines for poorer countries (article) 
• How parts of Canada are going about vaccinating teachers against COVID-19 (article) 
• Researchers want to shift away from health risk and age-based vaccine rollout (article) 
• Doctors group says ever-changing restrictions have caused frustration, confusion (article) 
• Hospitals running out of key drug for COVID-19 patients (article) 
• Canada is losing the race between vaccines and variants as 3rd wave worsens (article) 
 
Global Updates   
The World Health Organization (WHO): 
• Special Focus: Update on SARS-CoV-2 Variants (Weekly epidemiological update p.4-11) 
• Director General stresses that “confusion, complacency and inconsistency in public 

health measures and their application are driving transmission and costing lives… with a 
concerted effort to apply public health measures alongside equitable vaccination, we 
could bring this pandemic under control” (Remarks at April 12 media briefing) 

• COVAX reaches over 100 economies, 42 days after first delivery (news release) 
• Director General highlights vaccine inequities “In high-income countries, almost one in 

four people have received a vaccine. In low income countries, it’s one in more than 500… 
we’re continuing to seek donations of doses from countries who have enough to cover 
their entire population several times over” (Remarks at April 9 media briefing) 

• Interim statement on vaccine safety of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine (statement) 
 
Other International News: 
• Why the U.S. recommended suspending Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine (article) 
• Denmark becomes first country to permanently end use of AstraZeneca vaccine (article) 
• Canada’s COVID-19 case rate now tops U.S. rate. Here’s what the experts say (article) 
• Vaccine ‘passports’ could be new point of contention at Canada-U.S. border (article) 
• ‘Strong association’ between AstraZeneca vaccine and rare blood clots (article) 

 

SMDHU Resources 
SMDHU website – recent changes include: 
 
Main COVID 
• Posted information about provincial declaration of emergency and stay-at-home order  
• Revised messages of advice from the Chief Medical Officer of Health in main content 
• Added new expander bar on “Virtual Assistant being used to assist in contact tracing” 
 
Stop the Spread 
• Posted information about provincial declaration of emergency and stay-at-home order  
• Updated content under “Close contact, gatherings and events”  and “Travel” expanders 

bar to reflect updated guidance and restrictions during the provincial shutdown 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-rare-blood-clots-may-be-linked-to-astrazenecas-covid-19-vaccine-but/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-receives-first-report-of-blood-clot-linked-to-astrazeneca-1.5385816
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-migrant-farmworkers-coming-to-canada-remain-at-risk-a-year-into-covid/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/covid-19-vaccine-hospital-new-brunswick-epidemiologist-1.5983764
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/why-doctors-advocates-are-calling-for-permanent-paid-sick-days-for-canadian-workers-1.5384530
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-closely-monitoring-johnson-johnson-1.5985580
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-canada-surpasses-covid-19-critical-care-peak-worst-is-yet-to-come/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/lockdown-fatigue-is-giving-way-to-protests-and-defiance-across-the-country
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-canada-to-receive-1-million-covid-19-vaccine-doses-this-week-with-only/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-canadian-firm-seeks-mandatory-licence-to-produce-covid-19-vaccines-for/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/covid-edu-immunization-approaches-1.5971988
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canadian-researchers-want-to-shift-away-from-health-risk-and-age-based-vaccine-rollout-1.5382332
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-doctors-group-says-constant-changes-to-covid-19-restrictions-have/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-drug-critical-to-covid-19-patients-being-rationed-in-ontario/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-variants-canada-covid-19-vaccine-third-wave-1.5978394
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---13-april-2021
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-12-april-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-04-2021-covax-reaches-over-100-economies-42-days-after-first-international-delivery
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-9-april-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/07-04-2021-interim-statement-of-the-covid-19-subcommittee-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/johnson-johnson-vaccine-1.5986097
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-denmark-becomes-first-country-to-permanently-end-use-of-astrazenecas/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/canada-us-covid19-cases-per-million-1.5983507
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-covid-19-vaccine-passports-could-be-new-point-of-contention-at-canada/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-ema-recommends-adding-blood-clotting-as-a-possible-side-effect-of/
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19#82452a4e-143b-4609-9c99-34c0725cd2b0
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Stop-the-spread
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Stop-the-spread#fed7092d-6c42-43c2-aacb-38c014dfc7ef
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Stop-the-spread#a6fc42a3-42e5-400f-bb0d-258a34a3fe37
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• Posted revised Masking FAQ under “Wearing a face covering in all indoor public spaces”  
 
Vaccine and Immunization  
• Added adult residents 50+ in the L3Z hot spot to the list of groups currently eligible to 

directly book a vaccination appointment  
• Added individuals in the highest-risk and high-risk health condition categories to the list of 

groups currently eligible for pre-registration 
• Added residents of a congregate living setting as an eligible group for pre-registration 

 
Operating your Business Safely 
• Posted information about the provincial declaration of emergency and stay-at-home order 
• Posted revised Masking FAQ under “Mandatory face covering in indoor public spaces”  
• Revised content and resources under the following expander bars to reflect updated 

shutdown measures and restrictions: 
o Resources for all employers and workplaces 
o Food Operators 
o Indoor and outdoor events and gatherings 
o Retail, shopping malls, discount and big box stores, garden centres 
o Outdoor Recreational Amenities 
o Taxi and Rideshare Drivers 

• Added new expander bar with information and guidance for marinas and boat clubs  
 
Partners and Municipalities 
• Posted information about the provincial declaration of emergency and stay-at-home order 
• Revised content under the following expander bars to reflect updated shutdown 

measures and restrictions: 
o Farmers’ Markets 
o Food Banks and Donation Centres 
o Outdoor Recreational Amenities 
o Places of Worship 
o Public Washrooms 

• Added new expander bar with information and guidance for community gardens 
 
Enforcement 
• Added two new charges issued in the table ‘Summary of SMDHU Enforcement Actions’ 
 
New Public Health Alerts: 
• April 8, 2021: COVID-19: Update #32 – Revised Local Case & Contact Management 

Approach: Due to large volumes of cases, not all cases and contacts being reached by 
Public Health 
 

Additional SMDHU resources: 
• SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page  
• SMDHU Vulnerable Populations for COVID-19 Response Interactive Map highlights 

vulnerable populations in Simcoe Muskoka.  
• SMDHU Health Connection responds to calls and emails about COVID-19. Contact 

Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 ext. 5829 or via email. 
Health Connection Hours: Monday-Friday - 8:30am-6pm; Saturday - 8:30am-4:30pm  

 
 
 

https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/Reopen_Operate_Businesses/face-covering-indoor-spaces-FAQs-for-businesses-and-organizations.pdf?sfvrsn=52
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Stop-the-spread#c237d782-e85b-434e-988a-69b63c89c0bd
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#4b3597ac-7f97-4548-ab57-5489cfa085da
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#1ee6797c-7496-4ee9-b0c6-deb741442329
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#cc0d4077-6ccb-4a57-b40e-23c493e9e415
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/Reopen_Operate_Businesses/face-covering-indoor-spaces-FAQs-for-businesses-and-organizations.pdf?sfvrsn=52
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#a468a8b7-55c7-44e7-972e-557e54c0c0cb
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#217b3f89-5969-4909-b48e-6c988798591e
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#8ca97594-e6f2-427a-bc94-af9f80ce428b
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#b592cd8e-7521-4510-904a-f0e9625e4ff3
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#6fd2efce-107c-423b-bbd0-94170ed001bb
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#8aef4630-8e87-4707-9c5a-bda04257ad8e
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#9e867129-99cc-4694-9a49-f4b982281422
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely#fcf676dc-72cb-45ee-bb3c-12d65af4bd77
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#027fd58d-492c-4a7d-a179-695f3c6cd6e5
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#0a3fe83a-2e79-46f5-95a3-1426a567ba52
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#dc9c8a0d-ef72-432e-8064-386b874024a7
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#afb7b18f-f8a1-46aa-9e6b-1138bc619fb9
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#cc0bb3ae-bda9-413d-b84e-a5e5b756bf31
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities#0d41cf3e-1798-4b0c-a899-250aa432eb5e
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Enforcement
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Enforcement
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/jfy-health-care-professionals/jfy-healthfax/210408-covidupdate32case-and-contact-management6e15f45f97be6bc38c2dff0000a8dfd8.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/jfy-health-care-professionals/jfy-healthfax/210408-covidupdate32case-and-contact-management6e15f45f97be6bc38c2dff0000a8dfd8.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/jfy-health-care-professionals/jfy-healthfax/210408-covidupdate32case-and-contact-management6e15f45f97be6bc38c2dff0000a8dfd8.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://smdhu2.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a7ceabc4fddf47d385ca6294cd397c88
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Contact/ContactHealthConnection
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Credible Sources of Information 
• Ontario Ministry of Health  
• Public Health Ontario  
• Centre for Effective Practice COVID-19 Resource Centre 
• Government of Canada  
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
• World Health Organization   

https://www.ontario.ca/page/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://cep.health/toolkit/covid-19-resource-centre/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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