
STEP 4 c: Consider Tetanus 

Assessment of Tetanus Immunization Status and Administration considerations between 
Tetanus and Rabies Vaccines and Immune Globulins

Deep ‘dirty’ wound
(e.g. dog bite)

Client has completed 
primary series of 

tetanus containing 
vaccine 

(at least 3 doses)

It has been less than 5 
years since the last 

Tetanus Booster

All Clients
YES Tetanus Vaccine*

YES Tetanus lg

It has been more than 5 
years since the last 

Tetanus Booster

Administration Locations

1. Client is Immune compromised…(e.g. HIV, agammaglobulinemia, hypogammaglobulinemia) 
Discuss if this is the same criteria as for Rabies- in which case use similar terminology

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-22-tetanus-toxoid.html#p4c21a11 

YES YESYES

YES

 No or 

Unknown
NO
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Client < 7 

years old

Client 7 years 

and older

Consider Locations of 

Rabies Ig and 

Vaccine according to 

Recommendations for 

Administration of 

Rabies Immune 

Globulin and Rabies 

Vaccine (Step 4a, 4b)

NOTE:  It is safe to 

administer Rabies 

Vaccine and Tetanus 

vaccine in the same 

arm, at least 1" apart, 

on the same date
NEVER into gluteal region

VACCINE and 

Ig should never 

be administered 

in the same site

Client is 

Immunocompetent:

No Tetanus Vaccine* 

No Tetanus Ig 

Client is 

Immunocompromised
1

No Tetanus Vaccine* 

YES Tetanus Ig 

Client is 

Immunocompetent:

YES Tetanus Vaccine* 

No Tetanus Ig 

Client is 

Immunocompromised
1

YES Tetanus Vaccine* 

YES Tetanus Ig 

EXAMPLE
Rabies Vaccine

+

Td/Tdap Vaccine

At least 1" apart

Tetanus Ig

(when required)

Rabies Ig 

infiltrated 

according to 

recommendations

NO

Unknown status or less 

than 3 doses in a vaccine 

series

OR

Client has had 3 or more 

doses in a vaccine series 

and it has been more than 

10 years since last 

Tetanus booster

YES

All Clients

YES Tetanus Vaccine*

No Tetanus lg

Vaccination History 

Available?

Tetanus containing vaccine should be 

administered in accordance with the Publicly 

Funded Immunization Schedule for Ontario

- June 2022

Https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/

programs/immunization/docs/

Publicly_Funded_ImmunizationSchedule.pdf

YES

NO

Ctap-IPV-Hib vaccine
(Pediacel)

Tdap vaccine
(Adacel)
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