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Reportable Disease List 



Reportable Disease in Child Care 

 All centres have a policy on reporting of designated 
diseases to the health unit 

 

 “if a supervisor is aware that a child at the centre has a 
reportable disease, the health unit will be immediately 
notified by faxing the notification of reportable disease 
form to the health unit” 

 

WHY? 



Legal Requirements 

 Health Protection and Promotion Act (HPPA) states: 

 

 27. (2) The superintendent of an institution shall report to 
the medical officer of health of the health unit in which the 
institution is located if an entry in the records of the 
institution in respect of a person lodged in the institution 
states that the person has or may have a reportable 
disease or is or may be infected with an agent of a 
communicable disease. R.S.O. 1990, c. H.7, s. 27 (2). 

 

 

“superintendent” 

means the person who 

has for the time being 

the direct and actual 

superintendence and 

charge of an 

institution. 

(d) “day nursery” within 

the meaning of the Day 

Nurseries Act, 



Legal Requirements 

 Ont. Reg 559/91 Specification of Reportable Disease lists 
all the diseases that must be reported to the local health 
unit 

 

 Ont. Reg 569/90 Reports – prescribes how the report shall 
be made to the health unit, ie what information must be 
provided 



Disease Reports 

Who else is required to report? 

 
Physicians 

Chiropractors 

Dentists 

Naturopathic doctors 

School principals 

Laboratory technicians 

Nurses 

Optometrists 

Pharmacists 

Hospital Administrator 

Superintendent of an institution 

 



Reportable Disease List 

 The Reportable Disease list is provincial 

     and is created by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care 

 

 Public Health Agency of Canada requests some diseases 
be included for national rates of illness 

 

 The World Health Organization may require some diseases 
to be included such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis 

 



Reportable Disease List 

Why are some diseases classified as “reportable”: 

 

 Severity of illness 
 

Rabies – fatality rate 100% In the pre–antibiotic era (1900–1941), mortality 

among those infected with plague in the United 

States was 66%. http://www.cdc.gov/plague/maps/index.html 

Botulism - The case fatality rate was close to 60%  

prior to the advent of critical care. 

 Sobel J. Botulism. Clin Infect Dis. Oct 15 2005;41(8):1167-1173. 



Reportable Disease List 

Why are some diseases classified as “reportable”: 

 

 Communicability (easily spread person-to-person) 

 

Rubella  

Mumps 

Measles 

 

German measles http://phil.cdc.gov/phil/details.asp 

Influenza 

SARS 

Tuberculosis 

Pertussis 

http://phil.cdc.gov/phil/details.asp 



Reportable Disease List 

Why are some diseases classified as “reportable”: 

 

 Its potential to cause outbreaks 

 
 



Reportable Disease List 

Why are some diseases classified as “reportable”: 

 

 Preventability 

 
 

http://phil.cdc.gov/phil/details.asp 

http://phil.cdc.gov/phil/details.asp 



Reportable Disease List 

Why are some diseases classified as “reportable”: 

 

 Its severity 

 Its communicability 

 Its potential to cause outbreaks 

 Its preventability 

 The socio-economic costs of its cases 

 Evidence that its pattern is changing 
 



Case Follow Up 

What does the health unit do with the disease 
reports? 

 

GATHER MORE INFORMATION 

 
 If no reports received from the lab, physician or hospital, 

call parents to find out if child seen by physician and if any 
tests performed. 

 Obtain information about symptoms, including onset, 
source of infection, other family members with similar 
symptoms 

 Provide public health education about the disease, 
incubation period, communicability, exclusion, potential 
sources of illness, prevention for future illness and 
protection for other family members. 

 

 



Case Follow Up 

If the disease has been diagnosed by a physician: 

 

 Request  lab confirmation or lab results 

 Talk to the parents to determine the source of 
infection – eliminate potential for outbreak 

 food, drinking water, recreational water,  

ie pools,  hot tubs, beach, travel 

 Investigate sources – inspection,  

    submit samples for testing,  

    communicate/coordinate with  

 other agencies 

 Exclusion or isolation of case 

 Follow up with contacts 

 Provide public health education 

 



Case Follow Up 

 Report to Ministry of Health and  

    Long-Term Care via Integrated  

    Public Health Information System 

    (iPHIS) 

 

 Confidential reporting system 

 Tracks rates of disease over time for stats 
and surveillance 

 Helps link related cases 

 Outbreak reporting 

 Allows cases to be followed throughout the 
province 

 
 

 



Guess the Disease 

? ? 

? 
? 

? 

? ? 

? 

? 

? ? 



Who Am I? 

 a highly contagious bacterial infection of the respiratory tract 
that causes an uncontrollable, violent cough lasting several 
weeks or even months 

 spread from person to person by direct contact with droplets 
from the nose and throat when you cough or sneeze  

 There is a vaccine available and it is part of the routine 
immunization schedule 

 Children under 1 year old are at highest risk of complications 
for this illness 

 Starts with cold-like symptoms and mild cough. Within 2 
weeks, the cough becomes more severe and is characterized 
by frequent episodes of rapid coughs followed by a high 
pitched whooping sound.  

 

 

 

PERTUSSIS OR WHOOPING COUGH 

 



Who Am I? 

 The illness is often very mild in children and more severe in 
adults, with fever and painful muscles and joints. 

 

 At least 50 to 80 per cent of adults have had the disease in 
childhood and will not get it again in their lifetime. 

 

 For pregnant women who have not had the disease, there is a 
very small risk that their unborn child may develop anemia 
before birth. 

 

 Characteristic symptom is a very red rash on the cheeks 
making the face look like it has been slapped. 

 

 

FIFTH’S DISEASE 

 



Who Am I? 

 Symptoms include a headache, chills, cough, fever, runny 
eyes, stuffy nose, sore throat, appetite loss, muscle aches, 
extreme weakness and fatigue.  

 Spread from person to person by direct contact with droplets 
from the nose and throat when you cough or sneeze.  

 Those over 65, young children, pregnant women and people 
with chronic medical conditions can develop complications 
such as pneumonia. 

 Infected people may be able to infect others beginning one day 
before symptoms develop and up to seven days after 
becoming sick. 

 Annual vaccination is the best way to prevent illness. 

 

 

 

INFLUENZA OR “THE FLU” 



GET YOUR FLU SHOT!!! 



Questions? 


