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Foundational Standards 
Public health programs and services that are informed by 
evidence are the foundation for effective public health practice. 

Evidence-informed practice is responsive to the needs and 
emerging issues of the health unit’s population and uses the 
best available evidence to address them. 

The board of health is aware of and uses data to influence 
and inform development of local healthy public policy and 
its programs and services 



Foundational Standards 
• Population health assessment is integral to public health 

practice. 

• A focus on health equity is important to the delivery of all 
public health programs and services in order to support 
people to reach their full health potential. 

• Emergency Management

• Effective public health practice requires boards of health to 
apply skills in:

• evidence-informed decision-making, 

• research, knowledge exchange, program planning and 
evaluation, and communication, 

• with a continued focus on quality and transparency. 
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Population Health Assessment and 
Surveillance

• Health Stats Website

• Annual Report

• Audience specific reports

• Focus Reports

• HealthMaps

http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Publications/Reports/Annual-Report-2020-2021
https://www.ontario.ca/page/chief-medical-officer-health-2022-annual-report?share=zH4dQYn4HtSEaHc92TcsEQDefgFnkn4HWDCtvFjSdMU
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/reports/focus-reports
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/maps


Library Services
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Health Promotion



Health Equity



Public Health Roles in Health Equity

Assess & 
Report

Modify/ 
Orient

Engage
Lead/ 

Participate



Indigenous 
Engagement



Communications



Health Connection





Get answers about:
• breastfeeding and child nutrition

• parenting

• immunizations

• common illnesses and infections

• well water testing

and more!

Get connected to:
• prenatal and parenting programs

• quit smoking workshops

• immunization clinics 

• sexual health clinics

• inspectors for safe food and water

and more!

Reasons to contact Health Connection



Health Connection Core Team

• Team of Public Health Nurses and 
Registered Practical Nurses.

• Serves as the intake for requests for 
service and referrals to health unit 
programs and services. 

• Broad knowledge of public health 
programming and services.

• Provides phone response support 
during public health emergencies and 
incidents. 



Health Connection Stats

Data Source: Nfocus Historical Skills Report



Finance



Public Health Funding
Obligated municipalities shall:

• pay the expenses of the board of health and the medical officer of health
• ensure that the amount paid is sufficient to enable the board of health to provide or ensure 

the provision of health programs and services
• pay the expenses in such proportion as is agreed upon among them or as determined in 

accordance with regulation.

A Board of Health shall:
• give annually to each obligated municipality a written notice that specifies the amount 

required to defray expenses referred to above

Provisions for the cost sharing with the Province:
• The Minister may make grants for the purposes of this Act on such conditions as he or she 

considers appropriate.

HPPA 72(1) and (2) and 76



Procurement





Administrative Services  

Records Management

Privacy





• Head of the InstitutionBoard of 
Health 

• Health Information Custodian

Medical 
Officer of 

Health

• Delegated duties and 
responsibilities

• Certified Information Privacy 
Professional

Director 
Program 

Foundations 
and Finance

Information Access & Privacy Framework
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