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Update for Partners 

COVID-19  

June 4 2020 

Current Situation 

Updates  

SMDHU Resources 

Credible Sources of Information  

Current Situation  

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status (As of June 4, 2020 at 13:00) 
Total cases New Cases 

since June 2nd    
Recovered  Deaths Current 

Hospitalizations 

 
482 

 

 
+2 

 
407 (84.4%) 

 
36 (7.5%) 

 
6 

Highlights: 

 No new cases of COVID-19 were reported in Simcoe Muskoka on June 3, the first time 
since March 26. 

 The number of cases per 100,000 people (incidence rate) in Muskoka is significantly 
lower than the rate in Simcoe County, Simcoe Muskoka and Ontario.  

 The vast majority of Simcoe Muskoka’s confirmed cases reside in Simcoe County (96% 
or 463 of 482 cases). 

 The median age of cases who have recovered is 50 years compared to the median age 
of 83 years among deceased cases. 

 One-quarter (106 or 22%) of our 482 cases are associated with a local institutional 
outbreak. 

 There is currently one ongoing institutional outbreak in Simcoe Muskoka. See the list of 
current institutional outbreaks for more details. 

SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page and the COVID-19 Case Explorer. 

Ontario COVID-19 Case Status (As of June 4, 2020 at 10:30) 

Total cases New Cases Recovered  Deaths 
Current 

Hospitalizations  

29,403 
+356 since 

yesterday 
(1.2% increase) 

23,208 
(78.9%) 

2,357 
(8%) 

776 

Highlights: 

 In the last day, 45 people have died of COVID-19 in Ontario. 

 A total of 786,323 tests have been completed with 20,822 tests completed yesterday, 
12,760 tests are currently being investigated. 

 There are currently 121 people in ICU with 94 on ventilators. 

 12.2% of people with COVID-19 have been hospitalized.  

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/JFY/HPPortal/ResourcesTools/OutbreakResources/CurrentOutbreaks
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/JFY/HPPortal/ResourcesTools/OutbreakResources/CurrentOutbreaks
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/MicroSites/Media/Health%20Stats/Instant%20Atlas/HealthMAPS_COVID_Dashboard/index.html?v=1
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 24% of people who have had COVID-19 and 64% of those who have died from COVID-
19 in Ontario are among residents and health care workers in long-term care homes. 

 308 outbreaks have been reported in long-term care homes, with no new outbreaks 
reported since yesterday. 

 The GTA represents 66.4% of cases in Ontario. 

Province of Ontario website  

Canada COVID-19 Case Status (As of June 4, 2020 at 11:01 EDT) 
Total cases New Cases Recovered Deaths 

93,430 
+1,279 since Tuesday’s 

update 
50,684 (55%) 

as of June 3rd  

7,543 (8%) 

Highlights: 

 There continues to be a decreasing trend in the number of new cases reported daily. 

 The number of new deaths being reported is also now trending downwards. Daily 
reported deaths over the past seven days are 18.7% lower than the seven days prior.  

 Nearly 27% of the new deaths reported yesterday happened in Ontario (19 new deaths), 
with the remaining deaths (52) being reported in Quebec. No new deaths were reported 
in other jurisdictions.  

 More than five new cases were reported yesterday by Ontario (338), Alberta (13) and 
Quebec (239). No new cases were reported in seven jurisdictions while fewer than five 
new cases were reported in three others.  

 The majority of cases (87%) and deaths (95%) continue to be reported from Quebec and 
Ontario. 

 Over 1,751,623 people have been tested for COVID-19 in Canada, which is a test rate of 
46,599 people tested per million population. Five percent of all tests undertaken have 
been positive for COVID-19.  

Government of Canada website and Canadian Epidemiologic Summary 

Global Situation  (As of 4:17pm CEST June 4, 2020) 
Confirmed Cases New Cases Confirmed Deaths 

6,416,828 +275,894 since Tuesday’s update 382,867 

According to remarks from WHO’s Director-General on June 4, 2020: 

 More than 100,000 cases of COVID-19 have been reported to WHO nearly each day this 
past week. 

 The Americas continue to account for the most cases. For several weeks, the number of 
cases reported from the Americas has been more than the rest of the world put together. 

 In Central and South America, many countries are witnessing accelerating epidemics.  

 And although the numbers are much smaller, there are increasing numbers of cases in 
the Eastern Mediterranean, South-East Asia and Africa. 

 The number of cases in Europe continues to decline. On June 3, Europe reported the 
fewest cases since March 18th. 

WHO COVID-19 Disease Dashboard; daily WHO Situation Report   

 
Updates  

 Beginning next week, Dr. Gardner’s Facebook live media briefings will take place on 
Tuesdays. They will continue to be found on the SMDHU Facebook page and YouTube 
Channel. Also next week, this Partner Update will be published only once a week on 
Wednesdays. 

 
SMDHU Medical Officer of Health Key Messages 
 Social media rumours about COVID-19 in our region - There are rumours on social 

media that a large group tested positive for COVID-19 in Orillia and had not been 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html#a1
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.facebook.com/Simcoe.Muskoka/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzFV9L-5L2aoZ9-oRO7ACn8x6xHBmNHXX
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzFV9L-5L2aoZ9-oRO7ACn8x6xHBmNHXX
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reported to the health unit. This rumour has been addressed and confirmed to be false by 

Orillia Soldiers Memorial Hospital (OSMH) and the assessment centre. The assessment 

centre did have an increase in actual swabbing done (557 last week, up from 171 the 

week before). To date, we have had two confirmed cases reported to us from OSMH 

assessment centres since May 25, 2020. Overall, testing numbers across the region 

have been higher with the loosening of the testing criteria to include individuals with even 

one symptom or concerns that a person has had contact with a case. This is especially 

important as businesses and worksites reopen, therefore, the health unit continues to 

encourage more testing. The total number of swabs completed across the seven SMDHU 

assessment centres was 2,895 for the week of May 25-31, up 158% from 1,124 during 

the week of May 18-24 (Victoria Day weekend). We continue to recommend that 

community members refer to credible sources such as SMDHU’s HealthSTATS reports 

or the Ministry of Health for accurate case numbers.  

  

 No new cases on Wednesday June 3, 2020 – Simcoe Muskoka had no new cases on 

Wednesday and our recovery rate is now 84%. It’s only the third time we have reported 

zero new cases since March 11 (there were also no new cases on March 17 and March 

26). This speaks to the precautions that people have been abiding by – frequent 

handwashing, physical distancing, minimal trips into the community, wearing a face mask 

when physical distancing is not guaranteed, getting exercise, monitoring our health to 

ensure if we are not feeling well we stay home and take the self-assessment, getting 

tested if you have any symptoms. There is reason to be cautiously optimistic, but there is 

still a level of risk in the community. Today is an indication, with two new cases, that 

COVID-19 is still in the communities where we live. There are hot spots in the province 

that are a cause of concern so we can’t let our guard down. 

 

 Safely proceeding as the reopening stages expand - As people look forward to the 

summer, and with the gradual reopening of businesses and outdoor spaces, it is 

important to take precautions as you plan your summer; from BBQs, to camping and 

going to the beach as we need to learn to live safely with this virus as time goes on. At 

this point, there is still a limit on the number of people gathering, with our family bubble 

including only our household and we need to maintain a two metre physical distance. As 

Ontario’s reopening continues, minimum precautions that will continue for the long-term 

will include frequent handwashing, self-monitoring health, physical distancing from others 

and masking when you can’t, and sanitizing used surfaces regularly. Our website will 

remain current to reflect the stages of reopening. 

 

Local 
 Local PRIDE events go virtual allowing for more accessibility (article)  

 The Sunset Barrie Drive-In Theatre is opening and will have precautions in place to keep  
guests and staff safe (article) 

 Oro-Medonte company has double its workforce to make PPE (article)  

 CONTACT Community services goes remote, uses e-transfer to get funding to people in 
need (article)  

 Gravenhurst bank branch closes due to potential COVID-19 case (article)  

 A regional reopening plan could cause problems for Simcoe Muskoka (article)  

 Many warnings for physical distancing and gatherings issued in South Simcoe in May 
(article) 

 COVID-19 highlights issues in long-term care, but they are not new (article)   

 Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare planning cautious ramp-up for resuming services (article)  

https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/pride-has-not-stopped-and-will-not-stop-local-events-go-virtual-2406470
https://www.barrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/sunset-drive-in-will-welcome-movie-lovers-on-friday-2406919
https://www.midlandtoday.ca/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/oro-medonte-company-has-doubled-its-workforce-to-make-ppe-2407210
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/9998240-south-simcoe-agency-pivots-to-stay-sustainable-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10013489-gravenhurst-bank-branch-closes-due-to-potential-covid-19-case/
ttps://www.barrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/a-regional-reopening-plan-could-cause-problems-for-area-top-doc-2404763
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10002568-many-warnings-for-physical-distancing-and-gatherings-issued-in-south-simcoe-in-may/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10001696-covid-19-highlights-issues-in-long-term-care-but-they-are-not-new/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10002909-muskoka-algonquin-healthcare-planning-cautious-ramp-up-for-resuming-services/
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 Animal shelter takes its thrift store online during COVID-19 (article)  

 
Provincial  
 Ontario creates a new council to advise government on challenges facing youth during 

COVID-19 (article) 

 Ontario appoints special advisor to develop a new health data platform that will help 
researchers detect, plan and respond to COVID-19 (news release)  

 Ontario celebrates local agri-food heroes who have ensured the province’s food supply 
chain remains strong during COVID-19 (news release)  

 Ontario to improve broadband and cell service for rural communities (news release)  

 Ontario appoints special advisor to develop a new health data platform that will help 
researchers detect, plan and respond to COVID-19 (news release)  

 June 3, 2020: Premier Ford’s remarks 

 June 2, 2020: Premier Ford’s remarks  
 

National 
 Canadian seniors will receive a special one-time, tax-free payment from the federal 

government in early July to support economic and social well-being during the pandemic 
(news release)   

 New COVID-19 projections show virus is in decline, but Canada isn’t out of the woods yet 
(article) 

 Staying at home to stop the spread of COVID-19 has a silver lining for some Canadians 
(article)  

 Canada prepares to tackle COVID-19 on a city-by-city basis as outbreak diverges 
(article)  

 New measures for the use of face coverings in the Canadian transportation sector (news 
release) 

 
International –  
The World Health Organization (WHO) 

 Published guidance on basic psychosocial skills intended for COVID-19 responders 
across a number of sectors and personal and professional roles. The guide includes 
illustrated advice for taking care of one’s own mental well-being, communicating with 
empathy and offering practical support, helping people suffering from stress or severe 
distress and links to resources for helping in specific situations.  

 Hosted a webinar in partnership with the International Labour Organization on returning 
to work in the context of COVID-19. A Subject in Focus was published in follow-up (p.2 of 
the June 3, 2020 Situation Report) summarizing key messages and resource links.  

SMDHU Resources  
 SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page and the COVID-19 Case Explorer. 

 SMDHU Health Connection line responds to calls and emails about COVID-19.  Contact 
Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 ext. 5829 or via email.  

o Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

 SMDHU Vulnerable Populations for COVID-19 Response Interactive Map highlights 
vulnerable populations (e.g. seniors, persons living in low income) and places (e.g. long-
term care homes, COVID-19 Assessment Centres) in Simcoe Muskoka.  

 Current COVID-19 information is available on our website.   
 
 
 

https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/local-news/animal-shelter-takes-its-thrift-store-online-2405572
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/06/ontario-creates-premiers-council-on-equality-of-opportunity.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2020/06/ontario-appoints-special-advisor-to-develop-health-data-platform.html
https://news.ontario.ca/omafra/en/2020/06/ontario-celebrates-local-agri-food-heroes.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/06/ontario-improving-broadband-and-cell-service-for-rural-communities.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2020/06/ontario-appoints-special-advisor-to-develop-health-data-platform.html
file://///Jenner/Sharedata/Incident%20&%20Emergency%20Response/2020/nCoV/6.0%20Communications/Attachments/20200604/June%203%20-%20PREMIER%20DOUG%20FORD%20–%20REMARKS%20AND%20MEDIA%20AVAILABILITY.doc
file://///Jenner/Sharedata/Incident%20&%20Emergency%20Response/2020/nCoV/6.0%20Communications/Attachments/20200603/June%202%20-%20PREMIER%20DOUG%20FORD%20–%20REMARKS%20AND%20MEDIA%20AVAILABILITY.doc
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/06/04/canadian-seniors-receive-special-payment-early-july
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/covid-projections-update-1.5598219
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-staying-at-home-to-stop-the-spread-of-covid-19-has-a-silver-lining-for/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada-prepares-to-tackle-covid-19-on-a-city-by-city-basis-as-outbreak-diverges
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/06/minister-garneau-announces-new-measures-for-the-use-of-face-coverings-in-the-canadian-transportation-sector.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/06/minister-garneau-announces-new-measures-for-the-use-of-face-coverings-in-the-canadian-transportation-sector.html
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/Basic%20Psychosocial%20Skills-%20A%20Guide%20for%20COVID-19%20Responders.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200603-covid-19-sitrep-135.pdf?sfvrsn=39972feb_2
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/MicroSites/Media/Health%20Stats/Instant%20Atlas/HealthMAPS_COVID_Dashboard/index.html?v=1
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Contact/ContactHealthConnection
https://smdhu2.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a7ceabc4fddf47d385ca6294cd397c88
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
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New/revised content:  
Reopening and Operating your Business Safely – Revised: 
Two new resources have been posted to assist day camp providers in assessing their 
readiness to open and recording active surveillance. 
o COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for Opening Day Camps 
o COVID-19 Active Surveillance Form for Day Camps 

Credible Sources of Information  
 Ontario Ministry of Health  

 Public Health Ontario  

 Government of Canada  

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

 World Health Organization   
 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/public-health-guidance-for-opening-day-camps-to-open_aoda-web.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/covid-19_daycamp_surveillanceform_aoda-web.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.ontario.ca/page/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

