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Emergency Planning 
for Child Care Centres



Preparing for Disaster

Â It is very difficult for child care programs to 

prepare for disasters.

Â Some disasters are more common than others. 

Â All child care programs, regardless of where 

they are located, face some risk from 

emergencies or disasters.
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Preparing for an Emergency

Â There are four steps you can take to help you 

prepare for an emergency:

ÂKnow the risks

ÂMake a plan

ÂPrepare an emergency kit

ÂKnow what to do
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Potential Hazards in Simcoe 
County

A risk assessment study done by the County of Simcoe has 

identified the following as potential hazards in this area:

Â Severe weather ïsnow/ice storms, extreme temperatures, 

windstorms, tornados, floods, fires.

ÂMajor accidents ïHazardous materials, explosions, 

accidents, water contamination, train derailments.

Â Technological failures ïextended power failures, phone 

system failures.

Â Intentional acts ïArson, crime, civil unrest

Â Disease outbreaks ïWidespread health emergencies, 

pandemic influenza, human or animal borne diseases.
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Types of disasters

ÂDisasters can be divided into three different 

types:  

ÂNatural ïhurricanes, tornados & snowstorms; 

Â Technological ïpower outages, fires, exposure to 

hazardous materials; 

Â and intentional attacks ïlabour strike, crime, arson 

and civil unrest.
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Flood

Floods advisories are fairly common in Simcoe 

County.

Â Flood effects can be local, impacting a 

neighbourhood or community, or very large, 

affecting entire river basins and multiple areas.
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Flood
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http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=45590
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http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=45589


9

http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=45459


Â Floods in Ontario can result from 

Â snowmelt, 

Â spring rainfall storms, 

Â summer thunderstorms, 

Â tropical storms or hurricanes, 

Â or ice jams. 

Â The major cause however, is spring snowmelt.
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Woodbridge during Hurricane 
Hazel ï1954
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Flooding during Hurricane 
Hazel ïToronto, 1954
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Damage from Hurricane Hazel ï
Toronto, 1954
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Extent of Hurricane Hazel's 
destruction:
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Additional significant storms

Â The Timmins Storm ïAugust, 1961

Â Local flash floods lasting only a couple of hours but ripped apart 

roads, smashed houses

Â 5 fatalities

Â The Winisk Flood - May, 1986

Â Caused by an ice jam in the spring thaw

Â Entire village was swept away

Â 2 fatalities

Â The Saguenay Flood ïJuly, 1996

Â Flooding and mud slides in Quebecôs Saguenay River valley

Â Canadaôs first billion dollar natural disaster
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Intentional Acts

Labour strikes / Crime / Arson / Civil Unrest / 

Terrorism

These threats can bring:

ÂLarge-scale losses of life;

Â the destruction of property;

Âwidespread illness and injury;

Â the displacement of large numbers of people;

Âand devastating economic loss. 
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Terrorism ïSeptember, 2001
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http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=6027
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http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=5509


Tornadoes

ÂTornadoes are natureôs most violent storms. 

Â Tornadoes can cause fatalities and devastate 

areas in just a couple of seconds.

Â A tornado appears as a rotating, funnel-shaped 

cloud that extends from a thunderstorm to the 

ground with whirling winds that can reach 300 

miles per hour. 

ÂDamage paths can be in excess of one mile 

wide and 50 miles long. 
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Tornado
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http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=44801


Tornado Facts:

Â They strike quickly without warning.

ÂMay appear transparent until dust and debris 

are picked up or a cloud forms the funnel.

Â Average forward speed is 30 mph but varies 

from stationary to 70 mph.

ÂWaterspouts are tornados that form over water.

Â Tornados most likely occur between 3 p.m. and  

9 p.m.
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Barrie Tornado ïMay 1985

Â 8 fatalities

Â 155 injured

Â 300 homes 

destroyed

Â $100 million in 

damages

24



Barrie Tornado
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Tornado of August 2009

ÂCollingwood

ÂMinor damage reported

ÂDurham

ÂOne fatality with damage to several communities

Â Vaughan

ÂDeclared a state of emergency

ÂApprox 120 seriously damaged homes

ÂOpened evacuation shelters
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Midland Tornado ïJune 2010

Â $15 million in 

damages

ÂKnocked down 

power lines

Â Inflicted 

widespread 

damages

ÂSmithôs Camp 

Trailer Park 

hardest hit

28



29



Midland Tornado ïJuly 2010
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