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pH1N1 Vaccine Ordering 
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Infection Control Practitioners, Nurse Practitioners, Correctional Facilities, Penetanguishene 
Mental Health Centre 

Date: October 20, 2009 
 
A Message from the Medical Officer of Health 
 

As you are well aware, the pH1N1 influenza vaccine will soon be available in Ontario and the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit is preparing to support the delivery of the vaccine to all residents who need and want it in a timely fashion. 
To this end we are planning a large number of public vaccination clinics at simultaneous locations throughout Simcoe 
County and the Muskoka District beginning November 3rd.  
 

This program will test the resources of the health unit to its limits. It involves the redeployment of virtually all health unit 
nurses and most other staff to work at the clinics providing this service to the public; as a consequence other public 
health programs will have to be delayed. 
 

Yet despite these efforts we cannot accomplish this task alone. I would like to invite you to participate in the vaccine 
program and offer the vaccine to your patients and clients. As you have no doubt heard, the Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care has included additional quality assurance mechanisms with respect to pH1N1 vaccine that require the 
reporting of some summary information each week. 
 

We want your participation and will minimize any additional efforts on your part as far as possible. The program will 
operate in a similar manner to our yearly seasonal influenza vaccination program. Simply order the pH1N1 vaccine 
that you will need through the usual method, by fax with your temperature log, and know that each week you 
will have to provide us with aggregate, non-identifying data by noon on Monday for the previous week.   
The following information is required:  

• Number per age • Number receiving their first dose • Number in each recommended recipient group 

• Number by gender • Number receiving their second dose • Total number of vaccine doses wasted 
 

More information will be sent shortly in another HealthFax regarding the actual implementation of the vaccine program, 
including storage and handling, reconstitution directions, dosage, weekly submission of data to the health unit and other 
details related to vaccine administration. However, we are taking vaccine orders as of now. 
 

Attached you will find instructions and a spread sheet that may be used for reporting the required summary information. 
We will shortly have available an electronic version if this is more suitable to your practice; it may also be adapted to 
output from your EMR. 
 

I look forward to working with you to vaccinate our population against the pandemic strain of influenza we are 
experiencing this year. Let us know if there is more we can do to help you do your part. If you have any questions 
please contact the Vaccine Preventable Disease Program at 877-721-7520 or 705-721-7520 extension 8806.Together 
we can protect our clients, our patients and our community. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Chuck Gardner, MD, CCFP, MHSc, FRCPC 
Medical Officer of Health 










